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Another new year already; the years fly by so fast. The Officers and Board have planned another good 
year in the life of the Firelands Fly Fishers club.  

Tom Zmina has scheduled enough fly tying classes to make anyone an expert fly tyer. The classes are at 
Gander Mountain and we'll try something new with many classes scheduled on Friday night this fall. 
See the complete schedule in this newsletter. 

The speaker at the September meeting is Glen Blackwood of Great Lakes Fly Fishing in Grand Rapids, 
MI. I have known Glen for 20 years or so and he is an outstanding fly fisher, fly caster, fly fishing book 
collector, auctioneer, and speaker. Glen’s presentation marries fly fishing with Sports Psychology. This 
will prove to be one of the best presentations you have ever heard and is sure to improve you fly fishing. 
Don’t miss it! 

The Clambake is on Friday, September 26 at the same location as past years; Beaver Creek Boat Club. 
The price is still $25.00. Send your reservations to me. There is an outstanding raffle in conjunction 
with the Clambake that includes a high end fly rod, reel, etc. 

The club shirts will be embroidered soon. If anyone else wants a logo shirt or hat let me know pronto. 

The June trip to Oil Creek was outstanding. We caught more trout than in the total of the last 3 Penn’s 
Creek trips. A fall trip is in the works for Oil Creek. Oil Creek fishing is very good in late September 
when the water cools. Another trip possibility for the fall is to the Youghiogheny River. This is 
southeast of Pittsburgh near Seven Springs. This is a bottom fed tail water that has excellent water 
levels and temperatures all year. You wade or float it and it has a bike path for about 15 miles. More 
details at the next meeting.  

The club has two classes scheduled in September. On September 20, from 9 AM to Noon are Fly 
Casting and Fly Tying at Mill Hollow in the Lorain County Metroparks. On Saturday, September 27 at 
Camp Firelands in Wakeman there will be 150 Boy Scouts at a Camporee. So far we have three 
members helping at the camporee. We need a several more volunteers. 

I’m putting the call out to all members; WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS. The same few do all the 
work and the effect of this is people get tired of doing everything and eventually quit. If each member 



volunteered for ONE FUNCTION a year, the club would have more that enough people to handle all 
functions and no one is overused and abused. These classes are a lot of fun and you are helping a new 
fly fisher. So far there are three members for the Boy Scouts on Sept 27 - we do need more bodies.  

Good Fishing!! 
 

Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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Hook: long shank Streamer Hook Size 2 to 8.  Similar to Mustad #9674 
Thread: 6/0 thread to match the color of the materials 
Weight: Weighted body is optional.  Tie in wraps of soft lead or lead strips along shank 
Tail:  Maribu feather with “Crystal flash” accent optional  
Body: Chenile with a hackle feather palmered from bend to eye 
 

Photo # 1  Tie in the thread and then tie in three lengths of soft lead for weight along the hook shank. Leave 
the thread at the hook bend for the next step 
Photo # 2  Tie in the Marabou tail feather.   
Photo # 3  Tie in the Crystal Flash as accent to the tail.  Trim to the length of the marabou tail. 
Photo # 4  Tie in the hackle feather and leave it for a later step.  Tie in the chenille and wrap it forward to 
the hook eye.  Tie it off and trim off the excess chenille. 
Photo # 5  Wrap the hackle feather toward the hook eye (to palmer, or act of palmering).  Tie off the hackle 
feather and trim off the excess.  Form a head and whip finish or use half hitches to secure the thread eye.  Fly 
is completed. 
 

           

photo #2 photo #3 photo #1 

  
 

photo #4 
Common colors for this classis pattern are black, 
white, brown, olive and purple.  It is the perfect 
pattern for learning/teaching step by step fly tying. 
 
For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please 
visit out web site at www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 
Tom Zmina,  
Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 
 

photo #5, completed fly 
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Membership Update 
Brent Feorene, Director of Membership, reports that Firelands Fly Fishers roster includes 93 current 
members!  We are growing fast and should top 100 members in a few months.  Thanks to all who helped 
recruit and register our newest members!  We gained enough credits from the national office of FFF’s 
membership incentive program to earn a TFO Fly Rod for our Clam Bake Raffle! 
 
Please welcome these new members that joined in the Spring: Jeff Branic, Sam Butcher, Leslie and Robin 
Ester, Dale Feiste, Carl Noll, Robert Richards, Scott Sloboda, Nancy Tate, Mike Thomas, Robin 
Wallace...and please welcome these newest members that joined during the summer: Eric Baumann, John 
Bergfeld, David Estes, John Jazwa 
 



Rocky River’s library   
This past spring,, our club was contacted by the Rocky River Library and asked to provide some programs 
and support on the topic of fly fishing.  In July, Bill Grake  spoke on fly fishing and Tom Zmina spoke on 
Fly Tying in August.  Tom and Ted Zalenski also put together a window display of fly fishing equipment in 
the library that was up through the month of August.  The following note was recently sent to Tom Zmina.   
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Thanks to Tom, Bill and Ted for their extra efforts further educating people about our sport and hobby! 
 
 
Tim Rajeff Casting Clinic  
Tim Rajeff, world champion competition caster and 
owner of Echo brand fishing products, provided a great 
day for some of members back on June 23rd.  Tim taught 
two sessions of fly casting instruction on the Vermilion 
River during the day, and after dinner provided some 
entertainment and advice for a larger audience at Bacon 
Woods.  Tim’s presentation was terrific with humor, 
awesome casting “tricks” and straight forward advice 
for the fly angler.   
 

Tim was happy to reunite with an   
old friend of his family, another  

casting champion and member of  
Firelands, our very own Dick Fujita!   
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It was a beautiful evening back on June 11th for the annual Summer Picnic.  We packed the pavilion at 
French Creek’s Pine Tree Picnic Area with members and many spouses.  The 52 people made this the largest 
attended Firelands Fly Fishers event to date (but we can top it for the Clam Bake) and kept up our reputation 
as an eating club that enjoys fly fishing!  

If you would like to submit a fishing story, classified, a favorite fly, web link or information for fellow members, please 
contact me at t_timefff@yahoo.com  Deadline for entries is the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
 
Tim Schulz 
Director of Communications, Firelands Fly Fishers 
 



 
The friendly casting competition was fun, though personally I felt I was competing with myself.  The raffle 
was another huge success, thanks to everyone that purchased and sold tickets.   
 
Kudos to Carl Kocian, Director of Outings and Events for organizing so much of the picnic and the casting 
course.   Big pats on the back go to Leonard Oliveri  and Carl for grilling.  As always, thanks to Joe 
Sloboda and Brian DePalma for running the raffle. 
 
Raffle Winners:   
Grand Prize - TFO Teton Combo, 9' 5wt. – Laura Bell  (Steve’s wife) 
2nd Prize - Diamond 9' 6 wt. – Leonard Oliveri  
3rd Prize - Fishing at Sunnybrook Trout Club for 2 – Jim Rohn 
4th Prize - Tom Zmina, 1/2 day fishing adventure – Ted Zalenski 
5th Prize - Gander Mountain 9' 8 wt. – Tom Zmina 
6th Prize - Incompleat Angler (signed edition) – Carl Noll 
7th Prize – Dave & Busters $25 gift card – John Hecker 
8th Prize – Michigan Flies tied by Walt Novak – Lee Cziernawski 
9th Prize – Handheld Fishing Game – Earl James 





Left: Grill Masters 
Leonard Oliveri and 
Carl Kocian 

 
 
 

Right: Our largest 
gathering to date!   

Plenty of food in the pot 
luck chow line  

of course. 
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General Club Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of each month at French Creek 
Nature Center, 4530 Colorado Ave. Sheffield Village.  Meetings begin socially at 6:30 PM. 
 

Upcoming  Events and Meetings  
Sept. 10th – General Meeting, French Creek NC, guest speaker is Glen Blackwood 
Sept. 20th – Fly Tying and Fly Casting Clinic at Mill Hollow Reservation, Vermilion River 9 AM – Noon 
Sept. 26th – 3rd Annual Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club 
Sept. 27th – Boy Scout Camporee, Camp Firelands, Wakeman – Volunteers Needed 
Oct. 8th – General Meeting, French Creek NC, guest speaker Larry Elswick  
Nov. 12th – General Meeting, French Creek NC, guest speaker Dale Kotowski 
Dec. 10th – Annual Christmas Pot Luck Party, French Creek NC 
 
 
 



Fly Tying Classes 
Fly Tying Classes will resume at Gander Mountain.  Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend or 
family member.  The club does have some tools and vices available for your use and there are plenty of 
people available for instructions, advice or just to talk about fishing! Gander Mountain is located in 
Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM   
 
Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Thursdays, September 11 and 18, October 9         
Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Fridays in November 7, 14, 21, 28  
Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Fridays in December 5, 12, 19 
 
 
Fly Fishing Clinic 
Firelands Fly Fishers in conjunction with the Lorain Metropraks will host a fly fishing and fly tying clinic at 
Mill Hollow reservation along the Vermilion River.  This event takes place Saturday, September 20 from 
9:00 AM until 12 Noon.  All are welcomed to participate or be of assistance. 
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM 
 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@alltel.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Annual Funding:  Ted Zalenski   zmant@att.net 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   T_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    Zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Brent Feorene   brentfeorene@roadrunner.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Raffle:  Brian DePalma   briandepalma@adelphia.net 
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  
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