
�
� �

 
TThhee  nneewwsslleetttteerr   ooff   tthhee  FFii rreellaannddss  FFllyy  FFiisshheerrss  II nncc..  

 

www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 

P.O. Box 244, Avon Ohio 44011 
  

VVoolluummee  66  II ssssuuee  77                                                OOccttoobbeerr   22000099

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 		�� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� 


 
The clam bake on Sept. 18 had the best attendance of any clam bake to date; we surpassed the minimum of 
50 with 74 attending.  As usual the food, beer, and the company were outstanding.  Hats off to all who 
contributed their time and effort to make this another great club event!  Pogie provided us with another 
outstanding meal.  If we could only fish half as good as we eat. We are already making plans for next year’s 
clambake. 
  
The FFF National is still experiencing financial pains.  In another cost cutting measure the CEO‘s contract 
was not renewed.  The Five Rivers raffle has been extended until March 15, 2010. See attached articles to 
read the entire story of the FFF problems and some of the solutions. 
  
Steelhead fishing is starting to improve in the Erie, PA area.  It will only get better with cooler temperatures 
and rain.  Pennsylvania has stocked Brown Trout in various Lake Erie streams in hope that they will have a 
lake run of Brown Trout on par with the run in New York.  It will be a few years until the results show up 
but another good Lake Erie fish run is good news for all fishers.  Read the article below for details. 
  
Firelands Fly Fishers members have been involved in many educational events this year with fly tying, rod 
building, fly casting, and Boy Scouts.  It seems like the number of events increases yearly.  The call again 
goes out for more members to participate in the events.  We need new blood with fresh ideas and to take 
pressure off the same club members who are volunteering.  It is very rewarding to help educate a new fly 
fisher.   
  
Our next meeting will feature Matt Hynes from Chagrin River Outfitters.  Matt gave a presentation to the 
club this past spring.  He guides in Alaska in the summer and recently returned to Ohio.  His presentation 
will be about fly fishing in Alaska.  This will be our first presenter to speak about fly fishing in Alaska. 
We hope you can join us!  See you all at the meeting on Oct 14. 
 
Good Fishing!!  
 
Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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2009 Firelands Event Schedule  
October 14th – Matt Hynes, Chagrin River Outfitters 
November 11th – Ron Guttu, Stream Guide Companion Maps  
December 9th – Annual Christmas Dinner Pot Luck 
 
September Meeting 
What a great way to kick off the new season for Firelands Fly Fishers!  One of the largest “non-food” 
gatherings we have had in a while with 39 members attending and listening to Ara Hamamjian philosophize 
about his progression from fishing novice to successful steelhead fly fisher.   
 
Next Meeting – October 14 
Matt Hynes (Chagrin River Outfitters) was with us back in March when he shared tips and tactics for 
Steelhead Alley.  Matt just returned from a summer of guiding in Alaska and is coming our way to share his 
experience.  We may have some time for you to pick his brain about the coming fall run too! 
 
Fly Tying Classes 
Fly Tying Classes will resume at Gander Mountain next week!  Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a 
friend or family member.  The club does have some tools and vices available for your use and there are 
plenty of people available for instructions, advice or just to talk about fishing! Director of Fly Tying, Tom 
Zmina, has put together the following schedule for the remainder of 2009 and he is once again working hard 
to bring us these great sessions and the Fly of the Month. 
 
Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  
Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM.  All sessions will be on Wednesday evenings, with the exception of the second 
week of each month for the Firelands Fly Fishers general meeting. 
Fly Tying Classes will take place in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room:  
 Wednesdays in October 7, 21, 28         
 Wednesdays in November 4, 18, 25  
 Wednesdays in December 2, 16, 23, 30 
 
Rod Building Classes 
Are you interested in building your own fly rod?  Want to know how it is done?  Rod building is a great 
opportunity to build yourself that special rod you always wanted.  It can also be a real bonding experience 
(literally if you are not careful) with friends and fellow members.  Steve Smith, club Vice President, will be 
gauging interest in holding a class this winter.  Please let Steve know you are interested or speak with him if 
you have questions.  The club owns some great tools and equipment to help you get started! 
 
Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expos 
Several of the popular fly fishing or fly tying expos in our region have been scheduled.  Our east side 
friends, North Coast Fly Fishers, will host their annual event on January 16 at Lakeland Community 
College.  Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited holds their annual Cabin Fever Show in Cranberry, PA on 
March 6.  The Great Lakes Council FFF (MI and IN) is having their 10th Annual Fly Tying Expo in Holt, MI 
on Dec. 5.  The 2010 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo will be hosted on March 13 and 14 by the Michigan Fly 
Fishers. More shows, details and links will be added to future newsletters as the “show season” progresses. 
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Special note from Philip Greenlee,  FFF Chairman of the Board 
�
As a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF), I would like to extend a warm greeting 
to you, your family and friends. Your membership fee fully supports the Federation's four 
cornerstones of Conservation, Education, Fly Casting and Fly Tying. 
  
The strength of the Federation comes from its membership. I joined the Federation in 1968 
never thinking that someday I would be the Chairman of the Board. My responsibility is to 
represent the Board by supporting and protecting the core values of the organization. The 
FFF is like family to some; friendships are made and can last for decades. We do not give flies or hats to entice 
membership, but encourage fly fishers to join a well-rounded conservation-education organization. We want 
members to be active and concerned about our fisheries, as well as supporting the art of fly tying and fishing. The 
Federation is not for everyone, but my heart-felt belief is that most who join are active members long enough to 
pass down the traditions to family and friends. Personally, I've never met a fly fisherman or woman who didn't 
have the ability to have fun with the sport, as well as help preserve the goals of the organization - publically and 
privately. As an example, one of our members, author Rosa Dierks, donated ten percent of her royalties from the 
sale of her book "Trout Fly" to the Federation for conservation. We have other members who support us in 
unconventional ways.  
 
There are a number of details that, as Chairman of the Board, I would like to share with you. In the spring of 2009, 
the FFF Headquarters moved to a new location in Livingston, Montana.  This prompted the collection of articles 
within the Fly Fishing Discovery Center to be relocated to several locations.  Some pieces were loaned to Montana 
State University in Bozeman, Montana, and others have been returned to their original owners. Our new location 
features and maintains all of the awards along with historical fly plates, art and other memorabilia. If you are in 
the area, please stop by and spend some time, especially taking advantage of the vast fly fishing library that was 
created by FFF members.  
 
Our recent Conclave in Loveland, CO was a success. We had over 59 vendors and in one day 800 people 
attended. We are now working on the location of the 2010 Conclave and hope to announce the location shortly. 
Also, the Board of Directors is currently discussing ways to improve participation in our annual event.  
 
For the last several years, a proposal to move the headquarters to Loveland has been on the table. This July at 
Conclave, the Board of Directors voted not to move to Loveland, but rather stay in Livingston, Montana. Our goal 
is to improve our relationship with the community of Livingston in the months to come. 
   
The contract of our CEO/President, R.P. Van Gytenbeek, will end as of September 30, 2009 and will not be 
renewed.  This decision was dictated by the Federation's current financial situation. During this transition period, 
our staff is very capable of performing their duties.   
 
With decision-making and involvement from a new Board, the financial situation is improving. New financial 
controls are in place, which are being monitored monthly by a Board financial committee. We now have a great 
opportunity to create a more stable financial future for the FFF.  
 
To conclude, I want to thank you for your continued support of the FFF and encourage you to contact me with any 
questions you have. This is an exciting time for the Federation and I anticipate many positive changes in the 
coming year.  
 
Sincerely,   
Phillip Greenlee, Chairman of the Board  



FFF National Raffle – Five Rivers Sweepstakes 
The Five Rivers Sweepstakes has been EXTENDED! Please support the FFF's ongoing efforts in 
conservation and education by purchasing a ticket.  Make a $20 donation to the FFF and you'll be eligible to 
win a trip to Five Rivers Lodge in Dillon, MT AND a trip to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile!  
  
Each FFF council will draw a winner from their region. Two "second chance" winners will be drawn from 
all tickets. The grand prize is a trip of a lifetime to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile. All prizes include a travel 
stipend. To purchase tickets or for more information http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5030 
 

�� �� �� �� �� �� 		�� 

 �� �� �� �� �� 






4th Annual Clam Bake Was A Great Success 
Great weather, great food and great beer combined with good conversation and a fun raffle made 

for a wonderful evening at the Beaver Creek Boat Club back on Sept. 18.  The weather allowed 
us to socialize outside around the beer while Pogie was cooking nearby.  74 people attended 

making this the largest Firelands Fly Fishers function to date.  Many people gathered and 
secured food, drink, raffle items, cleaned up and more...Thanks to everyone that helped and 
purchased tickets!! 

  
  
Bragging Board for Firelands Fly Fishers: fish photos


Have you caught any big fish this year?  Or you have photos of a really pretty fish that you just want 
everyone to see?  Well send them in!!  Who doesn’t like a little “fish porn” in the winter? 
 
I am in the early stages of planning a bragging board...if you have a better name than Bragging Board, please 
tell me...I’ll try and share some pics through this newsletter and we will post them on our website.  
Hopefully we can get this going by December and we will add on and improve it over time.   
If you would like to participate, please follow these steps and guidelines (not rules, just suggestions): 
 

�  Photos should be of fish caught since 2008 while fly fishing 
�  Include a description of the fish caught (i.e., species and size),  
�  What fly or type of fishing you were doing 
�  Include the location and/or body of water,  
�  Tell us the date or the month  
�  Please do not send really large files 
�  E-mail to Tim Schulz at t_timefff@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
New Brown Trout World Record 
Tom Healy was salmon fishing on the Manistee River in Michigan when he hooked and landed the potential 
World Record Brown Trout.  Weighing in at 41 pounds and 43 inches, it has already been certified as a new 
Michigan state record (by over 4 lbs.), but is awaiting the IGFA all tackle record ruling.  For more on this 
monstrous fish – if you have not seen it, you’ll want to follow these links – D’Arcy Egan had the article up 
on Cleveland.com very quickly and Field & Stream has a photo gallery for you to drool over.   
 
http://www.cleveland.com/outdoors/index.ssf/2009/09/michigan_angler_catches_world.html Michigan Angler Catches  
http://www.fieldandstream.com/photos/gallery/fishing/trout-fishing/where-fish-trout/2009/09/potential-world-record-brown-trout-cau 
 
 



 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission Plans Brown Trout Stocking in Erie 
 
The PFBC will be stocking brown trout into the tributaries of Lake Erie beginning as soon as Sept. 29, 2009. 
These 7-inch long trout will be fin clipped for identification purposes before being stocked the next day. 
Planned stocking locations are Trout Run, Presque Isle Bay, Crooked Creek, Godfrey Run and Orchard 
Beach Creek. All tributary stockings will be done as close to the mouths of each stream as possible as long 
as there is adequate water flow. If stream flow is low, the fish will be stocked directly into the lake near the 
stream mouth. 
 
"The goal of this program is to emulate the brown trout program on Lake Ontario, but on a smaller scale," 
said Lake Erie Fisheries Biologist Chuck Murray. "The intention of this effort is to add some diversity to the 
tributary fishery, create a near shore springtime fishery and enhance the offshore summer boat fishery. 
These brown trout stockings will supplant the surplus steelhead stocked since the elimination of the Coho 
program in 2003. The program was started through the gracious donation of 100,000 certified disease free 
eggs provided by the New York Department of Environmental Conservation. As the program evolves, the 
PFBC will develop self sustaining Lake Erie brown trout brood program at their hatcheries." 
 
Murray also added that "this will be a cooperative venture between the PFBC and local cooperative 
sportsman's nurseries. In addition to the thousands of brown trout to be stocked by the PFBC, approximately 
35,000 additional brown trout were already stocked earlier this year by 3-CU and the Wesleyville 
Conservation Club with the assistance of the PFBC Cooperative Nursery Unit. The success of the program 
will be monitored through creel surveys and existing assessment programs over the next several years. 
Brown trout stocking will be about 50,000-100,000 annually, representing about 5-10% of the steelhead 
stocking levels." 
 

New Orvis Store 

If you are an Orvis shopper or just like to know where every fishing related store is, you’ll be happy to know 
that a new Orvis retail location has just opened at Eaton Square, 28839 Chagrin Blvd in Woodmere. 




������������	�
������
�
������	�����	���������	���� �
������������	���		��

����
������������������
���
��
����	�������
���
��� �	���������
����	�
���������
���������������������������������� �����	����������

�

����������
����
 



 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

 

 �� �� 

 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� 

 �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 


 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@windstream.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Steve Bell    steve.bell@bendix.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com   



 Photo # 1  Tie in a base of the Fl. Pink thread to the hook 
bend.  Continue to wrap the thread to make a tight ball to 
support the rabbit tail. 
 
 
Photo # 2  Tie in a strip of rabbit fur strip with about two inches 
hanging past the hook bend.  Do not trim off the excess.  Lift the 
excess up and wrap the thread toward the eye so it is waiting for 
your next tie in step.  
 
 
Photo # 3  Spiral wrap the excess rabbit fur toward the hook eye 
and tie it off just about 1/8" short of the eye. 
 
 
Photo # 4  Tie in four strands of the copper "flashabou" on 
either side of the hook. 
 
 
Photo # 5  Tie in a pair of brass chain beads for weighted eyes.  
Whip finish and trim off the thread to complete the fly. 
 
This is derived from the flesh fly used in Alaska for salmon.  It 
was discovered that this fly also works great for large brown 
trout.  The pink color appears in shades of brown to the fish 
depending on the water color and light penetration.  The original 
artist of this fly will attest to its high success rate with salt water 
species.  I believe it will attract large Steelhead in murky water 
conditions.  This is a pattern that will be in my box this fall.   
 

For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, 
please visit our web site at  

www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 

Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 

FFllyy  ooff   tthhee  MMoonntthh,,  OOccttoobbeerr  
PPiinnkk  RRaabbbbii tt  BBaaii ttff iisshh 

 







































 

photo #2 

photo #4 

photo #5, Completed Fly 

Hook: Mustad #310100 Size 3/0 
Thread: UTC size #140  Fl. Pink 
Body: Rabbit strips Fl. Pink 
Accent:  Flashabou copper 
Weighted eyes: Brass bead chain - size medium 

photo #3 

photo #1 


