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We finally had an outing that did not get flooded out.  Tim called the shots for the outing on the Vermilion 
River last month and it was great.  We had an estimated 15 or so members attend and even land a few 
Steelhead.  It was fun to get together with club members at a local outing.  The water level in the Vermillion 
was lower than normal, but it made the fishing easier.  
 
The only rough spot in the outing was that the gates to the parking lot were not opened until 8:35 and we 
arrived at 7 AM.  The park policy does not take into consideration fisherman wanting to enjoy the resources 
in a timely manner. The morning hours are very productive fishing hours for Steelhead. 
  
The May meeting is our annual casting meeting and will be at Walker Road Park on the Avon Lake/Bay 
Village line.  Dick Fujita, Mike Janasko and I will be the instructors for the event.  Bring your fly rod and 
get instructions in how to be a better fly caster. 
  
Elections of officers will be held at the June 9 picnic.  Jim Kaminski is directing the elections this year and 
is soliciting candidates for office.  Contact Jim, patjimkaminski@sbcglobal.net if you are interested in 
running for office. 
  
The Presque Isle bass outing will be at the end of May depending upon the weather.  The warmer weather 
will cause the Bay to warm up sooner and the fishing will get HOT earlier than normal.   You will receive 
and email about the outing. 
  
The club has a very good slate of items for the Club Raffle at the picnic next month.  The tickets will be 
distributed at the casting night on May 12.  There is a full list of items in the raffle in the newsletter.  Please, 
buy and sell raffle tickets as this is our major yearly fund raiser for the club. 
  
There is still time to learn how to tie flies.  The Wednesday fly tying sessions at Gander Mountain end this 
month. Many thanks to Tom Zmina for all his time and effort in making the fly tying sessions a big hit. 
  
Good Fishing! 
 
Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 



Photo # 1  Tie in a solid base of thread from the eye to the bend.  Tie in the end of the chenille at the 
top of the bend. 
 
Photo # 2  With gentle and steady backward tension, twist the chenille counter clockwise about 15 
revolutions to load a torque into the strand of chenille.  Place your bodkin needle about 1/4 inch 
behind the hook bend and fold the chenille over the bodkin to bring the chenille back to where the 
thread is tied in.  Tie in the chenille at this point above the hook bend.  The torque of the chenille has 
allowed the tail to twist upon itself into a 1/4inch long tail extending out from beyond the hook bend.  
Hold the tag end of the chenille up, and bring the thread under, to wrap the thread forward to the hook 
eye. 
 
Photo # 3  Palmer the tag end of the chenille up to the eye (edge to edge) and tie it off.  Form a head 
and whip finish to complete the fly. 
 
This will be an effective pattern for the trout fishermen going to PA in late May and early June.  Take 
a look at the small green silk worms hanging suspended from the trees as you walk along beside the 
streams.  This is what you are imitating.   This will also be effective on bluegill in your favorite pond. 
 

For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit our web site at  
 

www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 

Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 

FFllyy  ooff   tthhee  MMoonntthh,,  MMaayy  ––  GGrreeeenn  WWeeeenniiee 

 

























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hook: Size 8 to 10 Nickle plated, standard shank hook 
Thread: Fluorescent green 140 denier thread  
Body: Fluorescent green chenille, Medium 
 

photo #3, Completed Fly photo #2 photo #1 
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2010 Events and Meetings 
Every Wednesday (except 2nd Weds/meeting nights) – Fly Tying 
May 12th – Casting Night, Walker Road Park, Avon Lake 
June 6th-8th – Annual Club Trout Trip to PA – Little Juniata 
June 9th – Summer Picnic/Raffle, French Creek Pine Tree Picnic Area 
September 24th – Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club 
October 13th – Skip Nault, Apple Creek and Clear Fork 
November 10th – George Douglas, Publisher, Kype Magazine  
 
Fly Tying Classes at Gander Mountain – Last sessions this month until Fall 
Have you lost a lot of flies steelheading?  Getting ready for a summer trip?  Perhaps even the club trip to 
the Little Juniata?  Bass Flies?? Join us for fly tying at Gander Mountain on Wednesday evenings from 6 – 9 
PM.  Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend or family member.  The club does have some tools and 

vises available for your use! Director of Fly Tying, Tom Zmina, and many others are 
on hand to help with tying instruction or simply offer some advice or a new idea.   
 
Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 
301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM.  All sessions will be on 
Wednesday evenings, with the exception of the second week of each month for the 
Firelands Fly Fishers general meeting. 

 

Fly Tying Classes will take place in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room: Wednesdays in May 5, 19, 26 
 
Previous Meeting – April 14th  – Chris Helm 
28 members were on hand for Chris Helm’s presentation on April 14.  Chris gave a 
very educational and detailed talk on the processing of deer hides, how the hairs on 
each deer change seasonally, and how to select the proper hair and threads for the 
pattern you are tying.  He also brought out some new threads available for tiers, and 
provided us with some take home instructional 
materials.  Thank you Chris!    
 
Chris’ website will be updated soon with his 
new catalog and pricing.  If you have 
questions, give him a call, he will be glad to 
help.  http://www.whitetailflytieing.com/  
 
 
 
Next Meeting – May 12th  - Casting Night at Walker Road Park 
Our annual casting night will be held once again at Walker Road Park.  Walker Road Park has a very nice 
pavilion, with bathrooms and is next to a pond, plus there is plenty of parking!  There is room to cast in the field 
and some people may choose to cast or fish in the pond – though the bank is steep near the pavilion.   
 
We’ll get things started at 6:30 PM.  Remember to bring a rod or two, rigged up with a leader, but no 
flies, to practice casting with.  The board is advising everyone to wear a hat and glasses for your safety.  
Remember to watch your back cast and other’s in this crowded environment. Feel free to bring a friend or guest 
as well – this is a great opportunity to introduce or re-introduce someone that wanted to try the sport or just cast 
a fly rod.   
 



Mike Janosko, Dick Fujita, and Bill Grake will be on hand to offer instruction and advice for the novice and the 
advanced casters.  We will also be passing out the raffle tickets for our big annual raffle to be held on June 9 at 
the summer picnic. 
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Ohio Council Warm Water Conclave 
The Warm Water Conclave will be a one day event running from 9 AM through 4 PM on Saturday, July 17. It 
will be held at Penitentiary Glen Nature Center, located at 8668 Kirtland-Chardon Road in Kirtland, Ohio 
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Volunteers/Outdoorsmen Needed – Trailblazer Adventure Day, May 22 
The Boy Scouts of America are holding Trailblazer Adventure Day at the Berea Fairgrounds on Saturday, May 
22.  This event is run by the Greater Cleveland Council of Boy Scouts of America and is part of a three day 
centennial celebration of the BSA. Volunteers are needed for the hundreds of young men that would like to 
learn more about fishing, including fly tying, casting, knot tying, as well as hunting, trapping, archery and 
shooting.   Let Bill Grake know if you can lend a hand. 
 
Library Reminder – please return videos and books to club library  
Mike Janosko, club librarian, (mjanosko@aol.com) is reminding those that have items checked out to please 
return them at the May 12 casting night.  Remember – you will receive your $5 deposit back!!   



Rocky River Watershed Clean-ups 
The Cleveland Metroparks and the Rocky River Watershed Council have 
scheduled two river cleanups.  Both begin at 9 AM and end at Noon.  The 
upper river cleanup in Middleburg Hts. and Berea will be on May 22 and the 
lower river cleanup will be held on June 5.  For the upper river cleanup, 
please meet at Coe Lake Pavilion behind Berea City Hall.  For the lower 
river clean up, please meet at the Scenic Park Picnic Area (just south of boat 
launch).  For more info, please contact Jared Bartley, RR Watershed 
Coordinator, at jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org  

 
Cleveland Metroparks Children’s Derbies   
The Cleveland Metroparks Children’s fishing derby will be held Saturday, May 15 at the Ohio and Erie Canal 
Reservation in Cuyahoga Hts. and on Sunday, May 16 at Wallace Lake in Berea.  Children ages 4 – 8 will fish 
from 9 AM – Noon and 9 – 15 from 1 – 4 PM.  This is a bait and bobber style fishing event.  Food Concessions 
and bait is available.  Volunteers are welcomed. 
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Joe Sloboda has had our tickets printed for the big raffle.  You can pick your tickets up at Casting Night on 
May 12th.  Each member of Firelands is asked to sell/buy at least two tickets at $10 each and return ticket with 
money by the night of the drawing.  Funds from the raffle go towards next year’s meetings, including bringing 
in guest speakers, buying needed supplies, food for picnic and Christmas Party, mailings, printing, etc... 
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Grand Prize – Guided Fishing Trip for 2 with Indigo Guide Service, in Michigan 

2nd Prize – 10’ 8” – 7 weight Switch Rod Building Kit 
3rd Prize – Teton 3 weight reel 
4th Prize – Shark Skin fly line 

5th Prize - Fishing at Sunnybrook Trout Club with lunch for 2 
6th Prize – Orvis Fly Tying Travel Bag 

 
Drawing to be held on June 9th at our annual Pot Luck Picnic at French Creek  

Reservation’s Pine Tree Picnic Area 
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President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@windstream.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Steve Bell    steve.bell@bendix.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com


