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Spring is just around the corner and hopefully all the snow will be melted by then so we can get to the finer 
things like Steelhead and Trout fishing.   This was the 2nd snowiest February ever.  No wonder Steelhead 
fishing has been so slow. 
  
There are a few programs coming up that need club volunteers to help teach fly fishing skills.  On May 22 at 
the Cuyahoga Fairgrounds in Berea there is going to be a Boy Scout Jamboree with a projected attendance in 
the thousands.  Fly fishing, casting, fly tying and knot tying are on the agenda. Firelands Fly Fishers is 
teaming up with the Emerald Necklace TU to provide volunteers to work with the Boy Scouts. We need 
more help!  Please let me know if you can help with this worthy project. 
  
Firelands Fly Fishers is in the position that we can not only donate our time for worthy projects but the 
current budget is enough that we can also donate money.  If any members are aware of any fly fishing, 
environmental or outdoor project that we can donate any funds, please bring this up at the next meeting. 
  
The Ohio Council (OHC) of FFF is sponsoring a Warm Water Conclave on July 17 in conjunction with the 
Lake County Metroparks.  Do you have any skills that you want to teach or showcase at the Conclave?   The 
OHC is currently looking for more participants.  Let me know if you are willing to help. 
  
A prelude to the club’s May casting meeting will occur on April 24.  The Northeast Ohio Fly Castapalooza 
and Riverfest is being held in conjunction with the Lake Metroparks Grand River Canoe & Kayak Race.  
Jerry Darkes , Will Turek, Jeff Liskay and others will be the casting instructors for this event.  Learn how to 
properly use that Spey Rod or Fly Rod that you have been trying to master.  This will be the best 
concentration of fly casters in one spot at one time that you will find so close to home.  There will also be 
fly tying and fly fishing equipment from many manufacturers.  They will have many large tents so that rain 
will not be a problem.   
  
Speaking of fly rods, Jeff Wagner is our speaker on March 10.  Jeff is one of the premier bamboo fly rod 
builders in the country.  He is going to give a presentation on rod construction that you do no want to miss. 
  
Good Fishing! 
 
Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 



Photo # 1  Tie in a base of thread on the hook shank.  Bring the thread to the forward 1/3 point of the shank.  Double over a 
small pinch of Hi-Vis and tie it in on top of the hook.  Wind the thread around the base to form a solid post to a position about 
1/8" up the Hi-Vis.  Add a small drop of head cement, or similar fast drying glue, to add support to the post base.  Tie in the 
cream color hackle feather at the base of the post for later.   Wind the thread down the hook shank to the point where you will tie 
in the tail. 
 

Photo # 2  Tie in about a dozen hackle barbs for the tail. 
 

Photo # 3 Dub in a tapered body to the eye and leave the thread at the post. 
 

Photo # 4  Remove the hook from the vise and move it to a vertical position. 
 

Photo # 5  While the hook is still in the vertical position, bring the hackle feather 1/16" up the post and spiral wrap downward 5 
wraps to the dubbed body.  Tie off the hackle feather to the lower post and trim off the excess.  Whip finish the thread around the 
base of the post and trim off the excess.   Flip the hook back to the normal position in the vise and trim off the post to a 1/4" above 
the hook.  Add a small dab of head cement to the thread to complete the fly. 
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photo #2 

photo #4 

Hook:  Dry fly hook size 14 to 18.  Photo sample was tied on a Mustad #94840 size 14   
Thread: Uni-thread 8/0 cream color     
Tail:  Cream hackle fibers   Post: White Hi-Vis  
Body: Sulphur orange dubbing    Hackle: Cream color rooster hackle 
 

  

PPaarraacchhuuttee  
SSuullpphhuurr  

photo #1 

photo #5, Completed Fly photo #3 
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2010 Events 
Every Wednesday (except 2nd Weds/meeting nights) – Fly Tying 
March 10th – Jeff Wagner, Rod Selection, Construction and Building 
April 14 th – Chris Helm, expert fly tier specializing in deer hair 
May 12th – Casting Night, location TBA 
June 6th-8th – Annual Club Trout Trip to PA – Little Juniata 
June 9th – Summer Picnic/Raffle, French Creek Pine Tree Picnic Area 
September 24th – Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club 
 
 
Previous Meeting - February 10th  – Brian Meszaros 
Despite a snow storm, 34 members gladly made it out to hear Capt. Brian 
Meszaros’s presentation.  Brian guides on Lake St. Clair and shared some fantastic 
photos to get us thinking about summer and gave us another place to add to the 
fishing wish list. He guides for white bass, smallmouth, walleye, drum and muskie 
while fly fishing from a boat.  His guide service is Great Lakes Flyfishing.  www.greatlakesflyfishing.com  
 

 
Next Meeting – March 10th – Jeff Wagner 
Local rod expert and artisan, Jeff Wagner, will be 
stopping by to share his extensive knowledge of 
rod building and construction.  Jeff is a cane rod 
maker and you can preview his art at 
http://www.wagnerrods.com  
 

 
Fly Tying Classes at Gander Mountain – Wednesdays in 2010 
Get ready for steelhead season!!  You know you need more flies...and you are going to lose a bunch in 
March and April...so come on out to Wednesday fly tying.  Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend 
or family member.  The club does have some tools and vises available for your use! Director of Fly Tying, Tom 
Zmina, and many others are on hand to help with tying instruction or simply offer some advice or a new idea.   
 

Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 
301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM.  All sessions will be on 
Wednesday evenings, with the exception of the second week of each month for the 
Firelands Fly Fishers general meeting. 
 

Fly Tying Classes will take place in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room: 
Wednesdays in March 3, 17, 24, 31 and Wednesdays in April 7, 21, 28 

 
Volunteers/Outdoorsmen Needed – Trailblazer Adventure Day 
The Boy Scouts of America are holding Trailblazer Adventure Day at the Berea Fairgrounds on Saturday, May 
22.  Volunteers are needed for the hundreds of young men that would like to learn more about fishing, including 
fly tying, casting, knot tying, as well as hunting, trapping, archery and shooting.   Let Bill Grake know if you 
can lend a hand. 
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Firelands Fly Fishers Steelhead Outing 
We will discuss our future and yet un-announced Steelhead outing at the 
meeting next week.  Please attend to be a part of the discussion and stay 
tuned to e-mail for details about the impending floods day on the river. 
 
Steelheaders Ball 
The annual Steelheaders Ball at Pine Ridge Country Club in Wickliffe is set for March 20.  This event featuring 
auction items, dinner and bar is a fund raiser for conservation efforts on the Chagrin and Grand Rivers.   
Tickets are $45 per person.  For more information call 440-709-6205 or visit: 
http://www.lakemetroparks.com/programs/steelheadersball.shtml  
 
Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expos 
Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited holds their annual Cabin Fever Show in Cranberry, PA on March 7.   
 

The 2010 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo (Michigan Fly Fishers) will be March 13 and 14 in Warren, MI. 
http://www.midwestflyfishingexpo.com/index.php   Presented annually by the Michigan Fly Fishing Club 
(MFFC), the Expo features a wide array of tackle dealers, rod builders, guides, fly tiers, artists, authors and 
conservation organizations, all specializing in one or more of the many facets of fly fishing  It features dozens 
of presentations about techniques, fly tying, equipment, and fly fishing destinations.   

Expo hours are 9 -6 on Saturday, March 13, and 10 - 4 on Sunday, March 14.  Admission is $10 for adults.  16 
and under are admitted free.  Two-day passes can be purchased for $15.  Parking is free.   
 
The Cleveland Outdoor Adventure Show will be held at the I-X Center from March 18 -21. 
 
Steve Vorkapich – a featured celebrity amongst us 
Steve Vorkapich, a member of Firelands Fly Fishers and owner of Float Master Indicators was featured in the 
Nov/Dec/Jan issue of Canadian Fly Fisher Magazine.  Actually, Steve’s latest product, the “Flowing Waters 
Kit” was written up in the Gear and Gadgets Column. 
 
And a few weeks later Steve received another nice plug along with a photo displayed on the promotional e-mail 
for the Virginia Fly Fishing & Wine Expo (sounds like my idea of a good time?!) 
http://www.vaflyfishingfestival.org   
 
Congrats to Steve on his success!  It is well deserved; these indicators are functional, easy to use, and diverse in 
shape, size and color.  To see the new Flowing Waters Kit, visit http://www.floatmasterco.net/  
 
Ohio DOW Castalia Hatchery Beginner and Youth Lottery 
The annual lottery for a chance to fish at the Castalia Steelhead hatchery has closed, but two other opportunities 
exist for beginners and youth (which rules out most of us, but please share with friends and family).  135 slots 
are available for the beginners’ clinic to be held Fridays April 30 – June 4.  Deadline to submit is April 2. 
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/News/NewsReleaseArchives/tabid/19075/EntryID/1518/Default.aspx  
30 spots for youth under age 16 are available for a June 18th clinic at Castalia.  Deadline to submit for the Youth 
Clinic is May 14th.  Submissions are required to be by postcard. More details are at the ODNR web site. 
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/News/NewsReleaseArchives/tabid/19075/EntryID/1519/Default.aspx  
 
Fishing Licenses – Time to Renew 
A new 2010 Ohio license is required as of March 1. To search for a license vendor or to purchase online, visit: 
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/vendor.aspx  
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The Fly Fishing Film Tour 
The Fly Fishing Film Tour (A Drake Magazine production) is making the rounds again.   This is the fourth year for the tour 
and films are being presented at Cedar-Lee on March 30 and in Toledo on March 5.  The Federation of Fly Fishers is a 
participating partner of this tour. http://www.flyfishingfilmtour.com/Schedule/   
 
Rivers of Many Fish  
Also, just added last month is another film tour –aimed more at the Steelhead and Salmon side of the sport – that is not only 
coming to the area, but featuring it as well!  Steelhead, Salmon and Trout Fishing Films are hitting the BIG SCREEN at the 
Cedar Lee Theater on March 14th, 2010 between 6:30 and 9:30pm. This event is sponsored by The Lodge at Geneva on the 
Lake and Kype Fishing Magazine. 
 
This event will show a variety of salmon, trout and steelhead fishing clips, guest speakers, and then showing the new film on 
Ohio fishing, Rivers of Many Fish. The film features George Douglas, author of multiple fishing books and Publisher of 
Kype Fishing Magazine.  Douglas has recently been enshrined into the Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame as one of forty-
eight legendary communicators in the sport of fishing. One of the speakers will be Montana and Pennsylvania fly fishing 
guide and outdoor writer, Eric Stroup. He will be speaking on proven fly fishing techniques and will also be signing his new 
book, Common Sense Fly Fishing. 
 
The Lodge has put together a fantastic package for anglers attending this event with overnight rooms starting at $105 plus 
tax including a free wine tasting at a local winery, a complimentary packed lunch if you decide to go fishing during your 
stay and a shuttle ride to and from the event for an additional charge. For Lodge reservations, please visit 
www.TheLodgeAtGeneva.com or call 866-442-9765. 
 
It’s Not That Cold! Gearing Up For Winter Fishing  
By Andy Kitsin – Taken from the St Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers Newsletter 

Winter fly fishing can be extremely productive for both steelhead and trout in our local waters. Keeping warm and safe is by 
far the most important part of your fishing day. Here are a few things to keep in mind to stay safe and warm on your next 
winter excursion.  Layering 101: When choosing cold weather clothing, remember mama’s advice and layer up! I think of 
my attire in three different layers: 

1. Base Layer: This is by far the most important, and easiest to ignore. Your base layer needs to be made up of wicking 
underwear and socks. These substrates are designed to take moisture away from your body on the off chance that you 
start to sweat. The quickest way to get cold quick is to sweat in cold weather. These fabrics feel great against your skin 
and will keep you comfortable all day. Personally, I wear wicking socks, long johns, and a long sleeve tee. Mine are all 
Patagonia, but all the major companies are making them (Simms, Cabelas, Under Armor, Etc.) and they are readily 
available at your favorite fly shop. 

2. Warmth Layer: This might as well be called the “fleece” layer. Depending on the weather forecast, one may choose a 
micro fleece, polar fleece, or for extreme cold, you may choose a wind proof / water proof fleece such as Simms Wind 
Stopper®. Be careful, don’t over do it. You don’t want to sweat, or even be “toasty”... just comfortable. I like fleece 
pants with stirrups, especially designed for waders. Stay away from jeans, they tend to get clammy and will cause 
excessive wear on your waders. I wear a thick pair of wool socks to finish things off. 

3. Protection Layer: This layer protects you from the elements. Now may be a good time to pull out the Wind Stopper®, but 
I prefer the new soft shell jackets. They are waterproof, windproof, as well as being breathable and they stretch! Once 
again, all the companies are selling these jackets, and they are worth the money! If freezing rain is in the forecast, I will 
throw my rain jacket over everything, just for a little insurance. Fingerless fleece gloves are both practical and 
functional. Wearing full finger gloves or mittens over your fingerless gloves is also a good idea between fishing stops. 

Choose your hat wisely. Keeping your head warm, without sweating is essential. I usually carry a couple of different options 
with me consisting of everything from a headband to a sock hat to a Wind Stopper® fleece cap. Changing your hat can often 
keep your comfort level where you need it for hours.  Keeping some of these ideas in mind can make winter fishing much 
more enjoyable. Or, you could head south and chase permit and bonefish around...A boy can dream, can’t he? 
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March update – NEW DVDs added!   The Essence of Fly Casting (Mel Krieger)  
     Fly Casting Faults & Fixes (Mel Krieger) 
     Introduction to Spey Casting (John Hazel)   
Mike will only be bringing videos and DVDs to meetings.  If you wish to check out printed materials (books 
or maps), please let him know in advance and he will bring those along for you.   

Mike Janosko is our club librarian and has a very special bag full of the items listed below.  Materials can be 
“checked out” or borrowed for one month.  Just sign out the item and leave a $5 deposit at one of our meetings 
and return it at the next meeting and get your $5 back!  We are also accepting donations of books or DVD’s to 
the library!  To communicate with Mike in advance of a meeting, e-mail him at mjanosko@aol.com 
 

Books 
John Gierach:  Standing In the Water Waving a Stick 
         Trout Bum 
          Dances with Trout 
          Another Lousy Day In Paradise 
          Even Brook Trout Get the Blues (2) 
          Sex Death and Fly-Fishing 
 
Bob Sheedy: Top 50 Stillwater Patterns 
           Lake Fishing Strategies 
 
John Mordock: Northeast Trout Salmon and Steelhead Streams 
 
Ernest Hemingway:  The Old Man And The Sea (book on tape) 
 
Misc: 100 Pennsylvania Trout Streams and How to Fish Them 
           County Topo Maps for Pennsylvania 
 List of Rustic and Modern Cabins in PA, locations, contacts and map 
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President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@windstream.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Steve Bell    steve.bell@bendix.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com

VHS TAPES 
Spun Hair Flies (Al Beatty) 
Rotary Tying Techniques (Al Beatty) 
Fly Tying Techniques (Al Beatty) 
How to Catch Trout (Warburton/Gerlach)  
Successful Fly Fishing Strategies Vol 1 (Lafountaine/Sharon) 
Successful Fly Fishing Strategies Vol 2 (Lafountaine/Sharon) 
Fly Fishing for the Beginner 
Rio Colorado Lodge, Costa Rica 
Tropical Kingdom of Belize (National Geographic) 
 

DVDs 
Best of the Bear: Tying Tradition    Terrestrials - The Other Hatch (Weisner/Samson) 
Best of the Bear: Steelhead Patterns II    Wet Fly Water Guides: Wet Fly Fishing 
Guide Patterns for Smallmouth (Jerry Darkes)  Wet Fly Water Guides: Wet Fly Tying 
Scientific Anglers Series: Fly Fishing Made Easy  Trout Bum Diaries (Patagonia) 
Scientific Anglers Series: Strategies for Selective Trout Kinzua Fly Fishing School - Applied Entomology  
Scientific Anglers Series: Advanced Fly Casting  Fly Tying – Vol 1 (Paul Jorgensen) 
Scientific Anglers Series: Anatomy of a Trout Stream  My Favorite Fishing Flies (Paul Jorgensen) 
Tying the Woolhead Sculpin (Royce Dam)   Simple Furled Leaders (Kathy Scott) 
Tying Nymphs and Wet Flies (Royce Dam)   The Art of Fly Tying (Fly Fisherman Magazine) CD-ROM 
Tying Dry Flies (Royce Dam) 
 


