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The Project Healing Waters program that our club is pursuing is finally gaining some headway. Joe 
Sloboda and I had a meeting on April 30 at the VA facility in Sandusky. The VA facility is very 
interested in the program for their veterans. The current plans are to have 2 meetings per month 
covering fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and fly fishing outings possibly to Sunnybrook. This will be 
ongoing until October and we will start again in the spring. Rod building classes were also discussed as 
a possibility. There are 2 ponds on the grounds of the Sandusky facility that can be used for casting.  

The next step is to find out if there is enough interest in the Veterans residing at Sandusky. We have a 
presentation scheduled for Tuesday, May 19 at 5:30 pm. We are going to give a presentation on fly 
fishing, casting and fly tying. If any members are interested in attending or giving a presentation please 
contact Joe Sloboda or myself. We currently have 9 club members involved but can always use more. 

Elections of officers will occur at the June meeting. Any member interested in running for office please 
contact Jim Mertz (jamleor@oh.rr.com or 323-2290) as he is handling the nominations again this year.  

The June trip to the Yough is getting nearer. To keep up to date with hatches and fishing conditions go 
the Wilderness Voyageurs website at www.wilderness-voyageurs.com. As in the past, we will car pool 
and will use the North Ridgeville Schools parking lot on Center Ridge Road. 

After the problems with the projector at the French Creek Nature Center the club is going to purchase its 
own projector. The meeting last month was very frustrating with the projector blinking on and off 
constantly and that was after having to go to Best Buy for a cable to attach the computer to their system.  

Trout season is here again. The two great possibilities are Clear Fork at Mohican and Oil Creek in 
Pennsylvania. The Clear Fork has an outstanding Caddis hatch in May. Oil Creek will have a variety of 
hatches: Caddis, Grey Fox and Sulfurs, plus Light Cahills toward the end of May. 

 
Good Fishing!! 
 
Bill Grake 
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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Last Meeting: April 8 th- Bob Mihaly and John Rose 
36 members came out to hear Bob and John share stories and advice from their experiences fishing 
Colorado’s Front Range.  They shared many photos of the east slope of the Rockies from areas surrounding 
Boulder, Ft. Collins and Rocky Mtn. National Park.  There were some bonus shots from Yellowstone as 
well.  Unfortunately we had to “suffer” through some technical issues with the projector again.  They also 
shared a glance at their fly boxes – Thanks Bob and John and good luck this summer!   
 
Next Meeting: May 13th – Casting Night  
Our annual casting night takes us to Avon Lake this year.  Walker Road Park, a fairly new park, has a very 
nice pavilion near a pond with plenty of parking.  We’ll get things started at 6:30 PM.  Remember to bring a 
rod, rigged up, to practice casting with.  Feel free to bring a friend or guest as well – this is a great 
opportunity to introduce or re-introduce someone that wanted to try the sport or just cast a fly rod.   
 
We’ll have some basic instructions and tips on casting.  Dick Fujita, club member and competitive casting 
champion will be giving us a demonstration – PLUS – his brother, Henry, recently moved to Cleveland and 
will be joining us for the first time.  Will Turek is going to be offering a Spey Casting demonstration as well 
– always impressive to watch. 
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2009 Firelands Event Schedule  
May 13th – Casting Night, Walker Road Park, Avon Lake 
May 16th – Presque isle Bass Fishing 
May 19th – Project Healing Waters, VA Sandusky, 5:30 PM 
June 1st – 3rd – Youghiogheny River Fishing Trip 
June 10th – Annual Summer Picnic and Raffle 
June 13th – Presque Isle make up date (or second opportunity?) 
July and August – Firelands Fly Fishers does not meet these months 
September 9th – Resume meeting at French Creek for 2009-2010 Firelands Season  
 
Fly Tying at Vermilion Fish and Game Club in May 
Fly tying hits the road again and we will be joining the members of the Vermilion Fish and Game club to tie 
up some flies.  Please come to help offer instruction to new tiers.  Weather permitting we will also be casting 
outside, so bring a rod along.  The Vermilion Fish & Game Club is located west of Rt. 60 and south of Rt. 2 
at 13617 Thompson Rd, Vermilion, OH 44089  Click here for Google Map 
 

 Vermilion Fish & Game Club: Wednesdays, May 6, 20, 27  
 
June 10th Annual Summer Picnic & Raffle 
The summer picnic will be at the French Creek Pine Tree Picnic Area #1 – same as last year’s picnic and 
casting night.  Enter off of French Creek Road, between East River Rd. and Abbe Rd.  Details about food 
and a map will be included in the June edition of the indicator.  Plenty of food and fun – don’t miss it! 
 
Bamboo Bash – this Saturday!  
Bamboo Bash will be held on May 9th at the Bellville American Legion Pavilion for anyone who likes to fish 
with cane.  http://www.mohicanflyfishersofohio.com/files/2009BambooBash.pdf    
 
Warm Water Fly Fishing Seminar – this Saturday! 
The Backpackers Shop (5128 Colorado Ave in Sheffield) will be offering a warm water fly fishing seminar 
this Saturday, May 9 from 10 AM – 2 PM.  Jerry Darkes is the host of this program.  It is free and you are 
asked to pre-register by calling 440-934-5345. 
 


��������

��

������
������
������
������ 


Joe Sloboda has had our tickets printed for the big raffle.  You can pick your tickets up at the May 13th 
Casting Night.  Each member of Firelands is asked to sell/buy at least two tickets at $10 each and return 
ticket with money by the night of the drawing.  Funds from the raffle go towards next year’s meetings, 
including bringing in guest speakers, buying needed supplies, A/V equipment, etc... 
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Grand Prize - TFO Teton Combo Rod and Reel, 9ft. - 5wt. 

2nd Prize - Guided Fishing Trip with Indigo Guide Service, for 2 people on Michigan’s Pere Marquette  
3rd Prize - Second Chance 8’6” – 6wt. South Bend Bamboo  

4th Prize - Fishing at Sunnybrook Trout Club with lunch for 2 
5th Prize - Tom Zmina’s Lake Erie fishing adventure 

6th Prize - Assorted collection of flies 
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Fly Fishing for bass in Erie’s Presque Isle Bay is scheduled for Saturday, May 16.  We’ll know for sure 



about trip plans and weather by next week’s Casting Night at Walker Rd. Park.  Bill Grake will have info 
there and I will send out an e-mail as well.  A second chance outing to Presque Isle has been scheduled for 
June 13th.   This may act as a rain date or possibly another opportunity to fly fish for bass in the shallows.   
For maps and info on this peninsula - http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/parks/presqueisle.aspx 
 
This year’s annual PA Trout Trip finds us heading to the Youghiogheny River (Ohio Pyle area) June 1-3.  
Bill Grake has reserved a rental home (the house is full) along the river and several members are planning on 
camping as well.  We’ll meet early on June 1 at the North Ridgeville Schools’ Administration building.   
 
Ted Zalenski has asked me to inform you that due to several factors he has not made plans for a trip to the 
Clear Fork/Mohican.  If you would like to head down on your own, or can organize a small outing, the 
fishing should be good for trout with caddis hatches in mid-May.  As the water warms, the smallmouth bass 
fishing is excellent as well.  White Bass can be caught running upstream from Pleasant Hill Lake now.  Visit 
www.mohicanflyfishersofohio.com and click on "fishing the river" section.  
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Donate Flies for Reel & Heal Fly Fishing Retreats 
Joe Sloboda and Tim Schulz will be volunteering on the upcoming Reel & 
Heal Retreat that will be held at Rockwell Springs, May 17-19. I have 
collected approximately 80 flies at the last two fly tying sessions (THANK 
YOU!!) and will be collecting again at the May 13th casting night.   
 

Please, if you are able, donate 5 – 10 small trout flies to help this organization and the women get off to a 
great start on their fly fishing journey.  More retreats will be conducted this summer, including Sept 20-22 at 
Rockwell Springs and June 12-14 and July 5-7 in Wellston, MI.  To donate flies or ask questions, please 
write to me at t_timefff@yahoo.com  For more information on Reel & Heal go to www.reelandheal.com or 
e-mail Judy Walle (wife of Toledo fly tier Dick Walle) at judy.walle@reelandheal.com  
 

Rocky River Watershed Clean-ups 
The Cleveland Metroparks and the Rocky River Watershed Council have 
scheduled two river cleanups.  The upper river cleanup in Middleburg 
Hts. and Berea will be on May 16 and the lower river cleanup will be 
held on June 6.  Both begin at 9 AM and end at Noon.  For the upper 
river cleanup, please meet at Coe Lake Pavilion behind Berea City Hall.  
For the lower river clean up, please meet at the Scenic Park Picnic Area 
(just south of boat launch).  For more info, please contact Jared Bartley, 
RR Watershed Coordinator, at jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org  

 
Library Reminder – return items  
Mike Janosko, Firelands Club Librarian, reminds everyone to please return items you have checked out by 
the June meeting.  Mike hopes to update and create a new inventory/catalog over the summer for our use in 
the fall.  Also, donations of videos, books, etc. are accepted so that others may enjoy or learn from them. 


Mystic Rods Offering Discount to Firelands Members 
Ed Sopko recently purchased a 9’ 3” 4wt. from Mystic at the Fly Fishing Expo in Michigan. They offered 
$50 off a rod at the show and Ed was able to get Chris Reister to extend that offer, plus free shipping, to 
fellow Firelands members.  These are the same rods that Dave and George from Wet Fly Waterguides 
(Johnstown, PA) use.  Ed will be bringing his rod out to casting night if you would like to look it over.  
http://www.mysticoutdoors.com 
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Photo # 1  Start your thread securely. Measure the wings to tie in the hackle tips about the 3/4 the length of the 
hook shank. Tie in the hackle tips at this measurement facing forward toward the hook eye at the 3/4 point of 
the hook shank. Separate the two wings and figure-eight wrap the thread at the base of the hackle feathers to 
stand them up individually. 
 
Photo # 2  Measure about 8 hackle barbs to match the length of the hook shank and tie them in as a tail. 
 
Photo # 3  Dub in a tapered body to the wings. 
 
Photo # 4  Tie in a hackle feather at the point just behind the wings. Bring the thread up to the hook eye. Wrap 
the hackle feather four times around behind, and then 5 times around in front of the wings. Tie off the hackle 
feather and trim off the excess feather. Whip finish a head and apply just a dab of head cement to the head. This 
is the completed fly. 

 




































 

























For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit our web site at  
www.firelandsflyfishers.org 

 
Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 

photo #1 photo #2 

photo #4, Completed Fly 

Hook: Fine wire dry fly hook, size 14,16,18,20, and 22.  
This fly was tied on a Mustad #94859 size 16. 
Thread: 8/0 gray thread. 
Wings: Medium blue dun hackle tips. 
Tail:  - Medium blue dun hackle barbs. 
Body: Micro Fine Dry Fly Dubbing in "BWO" Olive color. 
Hackle: Medium blue dun hackle. 
 

photo #3 
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Standing in front of the Jon boat I caught a whiff of burning motor 
oil.  As I turned around the guide looked up and said “uh oh”, not 
exactly the two words you want to hear when you’re on the 
Androscoggin River in western Maine.  The river was high and the 
current fairly strong. Albert, the guide, tried to fix the problem to no 
avail.   A seal in the motor had broken. Luckily the wind had died 
down somewhat and the electric trolling motor would get us by.  
Prior to the motor incident we had anchored in a likely spot for fish. 
After some casts we decided to move, but the anchor would not budge so we had to cut the line.  Albert said 
he had not lost an anchor in fourteen years of guiding.  It was going to be one of those trips. 
 
I had read an article in a magazine about Albert so I called to book a trip.  Mid June is best for the 
smallmouth fishing, fewer crowds and the river would not be too low.  The Androscoggin was used as a 
logging waterway early in the century.  With better EPA regulations the paper mill’s discharge is pretreated 
and the river cleaned itself up over the years.  Since the 1970’s the fishing has improved and has become a 
first class smallmouth river. 
 
My wife, Robin, and I drove out and stayed at the Wilson Lake Inn in Wilton, Maine.  Albert picked us up 
early in the morning in his SUV and Jon boat.  Cruising up the highway to the launch site we learned Albert 
had lived his whole life in Maine and became a guide in the area.  All Maine guides are registered by the 
state.  Basically it is not so much about how good a fisherman you are but making sure you know first aid 
and can handle a boat.  We got the boat and gear in the water near a bridge where the river was wide, tannin 
colored and flowing pretty fast from recent rains.  The wind was 25 – 30 mph as we set off down stream.  It 
was a beautiful day, temperature in the 70’s and not another fishing boat on the river. 
 

We immediately started banging the banks with large poppers to 
hopefully catch some smallmouth. Using six weights Robin and I had 
to really throw a cast to get to the bank.  With the wind and the large 
poppers the fish Gods conspired against us. Working along the banks 
we did manage to catch some smallmouth and large red-breasted 
sunfish.  We tried huge stonefly nymphs which were dragged on the 
bottom.  I swear, they weighed a half a pound each and you basically 
lofted them in the water.   We did not catch anything using that tactic. 
Lunch was cold cuts with chips and we ate in the boat.  There is no 
place go on shore, which proved to be a problem later in the day 

when nature took its course on our bodies.  Albert pulled up to a spot but the bank was too high, you know 
how the anticipation kind of sets you up and then you cannot get out of the boat.  It makes the rest of the day 
uncomfortable to fish and enjoy, especially for the female in the boat.  On the bright side we did manage 
about ten smallmouth, all good sized with one being the largest I have caught to date: measuring in at 19 ½ 
inches long and full of vim and vigor. 
 
To add to our woes, when we finally got back to the pullout the wind had died. Go figure! Heading quickly 
for the bushes the three of us got ambushed by the largest and most vicious mosquitoes I have ever 
encountered.  Even with insect repellent clothing on they dive bombed us.  In record time we got out of the 
bushes, loaded the boat on the trailer, threw our gear in the back of the SUV and hit the highway for our 
hotel.  
 



Albert stated that we probably cast over large numbers of fish but they were off the bite.  All in all, the 
scenery along the river, with its many islands, was great.  Any day fishing, no matter what, beats being at 
work. 
 
Albert’s website is www.androscogginguideservice.com  He also books brook trout trips.  
 
We ate at the local restaurants, from fancy to drive-ins.  Food was delicious at all of them and we found that 
the lobster was cheaper than on the coast of Maine.  One small café was in an old home on the side of the 
road and had fantastic home made root beer. 
 
I highly recommend the Wilson Lake Inn.  The rooms were nice, the owners are very friendly and a free 
canoe was available for fishing the lake.  We took it out the day after our river fishing and I have to say it 

was one of my best days ever fly fishing.  Robin and I caught 
some large smallmouth, big red-breasted sun fish, yellow perch 
and some pickerel.  The pickerel chased the flies through the 
tulles and smashed some Clouser Minnows.  At the end of the 
lake an old mill was renovated and you can dine next to the 
water raceway.  Also in town at the local drive-in, you can get 
everything from pizza to burgers to great clam strips.   We 
picked up clam strips to go one evening and headed out to find 
some moose.  We were rewarded by spotting a young moose on 
the edge of the woods before the sun set. The next morning we 
were up early, hitting the back roads of Maine towards the coast 
and more fishing on the Penobscot River.  



Thanks to club member, Leslie Ester, for contributing this article and photos.  If you would like to write an 
article for the indicator, please contact Tim Schulz, Dir. of Communications, at t_timefff@yahoo.com  
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@alltel.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Annual Funding:  Ted Zalenski   zmant@att.net 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Brent Feorene   brentfeorene@att.net 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  
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