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Another good year in the hopper. Firelands Fly Fishers has grown to 88 members thanks in part to 
the incentives offered by the FFF National office. The offer was $10 for the first year's dues. This 
incentive is until the end of May. Now it’s up to the 'club’ to keep these new members. Enjoy the 
summer and catch a lot of Trout.  

Don’t forget we have another food fest coming up. The annual picnic is on Wednesday, June 11. 
Please note that the picnic location is different this year. The picnic will be at the French Creek 
Reservation instead of Mill Hollow. With the price of gas we had to move it to a closer location. 
Everyone should have received their tickets for the raffle. Details on the picnic, raffle details and a 
map follow in this newsletter.  Carl Kocian is also adding a friendly casting competition this year. 

The Western Reserve Land Conservancy is negotiating to purchase the property to the west at the 
mouth of the Vermilion River. This would add lake and river access to the public for recreational 
activities such as fishing. The Club has written a letter in support of the proposal. The WRLC is 
seeking grants to purchase the property whose price is in the area of $1.5 million.  

The Division of Wildlife is sponsoring a Trout and Steelhead Summit to provide updates on the 
Trout and Steelhead program and to discuss issues of importance to the angler. The meeting is on 
July 26, from 9:30 - 11:30 AM at the Division of Wildlife in Akron. If anyone is interested in 
attending the meeting please contact me at bgrake@msn.com. 

Election of Officers will be held at the picnic. If any member is interested in running for an office, 
please contact Jim Mertz  at jamleor@oh.rr.com 

The annual Clam Bake will be on Friday, September 26 at the Beaver Creek Boat Club in Lorain. 
 

Good Fishing!! 
 

Bill Grake, President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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Hook: 16 to 20 Fine wire dry fly hook. This was tied on a Mustad R30 dry 2x fine Size #18. 
Thread: 8/0 color to match the dubbing. The sample was tied with 12/0 fine burnt orange color. 
Tail:  Mallard or Wood duck flank feather. You can substitute light poly yarn fibers. 
Abdomen: Wapsi super fine dry fly dubbing Color #129 Sulphur Orange. You can also tie in 
#286 Sulphur Yellow. 
Wing:  One or two Type 2 grey CDC feathers. 
 

Photo # 1  Tie in a base of thread. Measure the tail fibers to the length of the hook shank. Tie in  
about 8 tail fibers to extend beyond the hook bend, equal to the length of the hook shank. 
Photo # 2  Dub a tapered body in to about 3/5 of the hook shank up to the hook eye. 
Photo # 3  Tie in the CDC feather at the post. 
 

Photo # 4  Continue the tapered dubbing to just short of the eye. 
Photo # 5  Bend the CDC feather over forming a loose loop to meet the hook. Tie it in and trim 
off the excess feather that sticks out over the hook eye. Whip finish a head. 
Photo # 6  Completed fly. 
 
For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit out web site at www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 
Tom Zmina,  
Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 
 

       

photo #2 photo #3 photo #1 

       

photo #4 photo #5 Completed Fly, photo #6 
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May Meeting – Casting Night 
A little rain fell at the start of the meeting and at the end, but 
28 members and guests were able to get in some practice 
casting at French Creek on May 14th.  Dick Fujita  treated us 
to a presentation and demonstration on the steps he goes 
through for competition casting.  
 
 
Rocky River Cleanup, June 7th  
 

The second of two Rocky River cleanups takes place next Saturday, June 7 on 
the lower/northern end of the river from 9 AM until Noon.  Come out and help 
take care of one our most important resources and a great fishery.  Meet at the 
Scenic Park Picnic Area (near marina/boat launch) for a streamside cleanup.  
Trash bags are provided and work boots, long pants and gloves are 
recommended.  Families are welcomed of course, but children under 18 should 
have an adult supervisor.  Hot Dogs are being served to volunteers afterwards. 
 

 
Rocky River’s Kensington School Fishing Day  
The students and staff at Kensington Intermediate School in Rocky 
River wish to thank Leonard Oliveri  for his assistance at their 
annual fishing day.  One of the teachers told me he was a huge 
addition to the program and really engaged the children.  I was 
present for one of his fly tying lessons and the kids were very 
attentive to his excellent step by step presentation.  “Awesome” and 
“cool” were heard amongst the students.  Thanks Len!! 
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Upcoming  Events Scheduled for 2008 
June 2nd-4th – Oil Creek Trout Fishing Trip, Titusville, PA 
June 11th – Annual Summer Picnic and Raffle, French Creek Pine Tree Picnic Area 
June 23rd – Tim Rajeff , casting clinic (registration required, clinic is full),  
June 23rd – Tim Rajeff Program, open to all Firelands members and guests, Bacon Woods, 7:00 PM  
July and August – NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED  
Sept. 10th – Glen Blackwood 
Sept. 26th – 3rd Annual Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club, mark your calendars! 

If you would like to submit a fishing story, classified, a favorite fly, 
web link or information for fellow members, please contact me at 
t_timefff@yahoo.com  Deadline for entries is the fourth Wednesday of 
each month. 
 
Tim Schulz 
Director of Communications, Firelands Fly Fishers 



Fly Tying Classes 
Fly Tying Classes are going on summer vacation so Tom Zmina can spend more time with his family and 
everyone can actually use all those flies that have been tied!  All the participants made for a great year.  
Thanks to Tom for his time and organization, as well as the men that helped Tom out occasionally.  Special 
thanks to the staff at Gander Mountain, Mill Hollow and Sandy Ridge for your hospitality!! 
 
Firelands Fly Fishers Weekend Outings – 3 for 3! 
Due to high waves, rain and cool temps, the Presque Isle trip in May was cancelled.  Thus making our 
attempt to have weekend outings in the Spring nothing more than small talk, some planning and good space 
filler in this newsletter.  March and April steelhead outings also were cancelled due to very high and muddy 
water.  Does anyone want to bet on a drought in spring 2009? 
 
Tim Rajeff Casting Clinic and Evening Program, June 23rd  
Professional casting instructor and world champion, Tim Rajeff  will be offering two clinics during the day 
on June 23rd.  These classes are already booked full with registrants.  However, Tim has graciously offered a 
free program to our members and guests that same evening at 7 PM.  This program will offer some casting 
demonstration and information on how rods are designed and how to select a fly rod.  This takes place at 
Bacon Woods (where the picnic was in June 2007), just north or downstream from Mill Hollow – along the 
Vermilion River.  If you need a map, the address is 51211 North Ridge Road, Vermilion, OH 44089   
 
Great Lakes Council FFF Fly Fishing School and Conclave 
Roscommon, MI June 20-22, 2008 http://www.fffglc.org/reports.html 
 
Oil Creek, PA 
June 2-4 in Titusville, Pennsylvania.  10 members are heading to Oil Creek this week for our annual 
Pennsylvania Trout Trip.  Good Luck Men! 
 
 

%�����
��'��'
���

�����

����
(( 
����'�
����)

����&�����
����
*���
��'��'
 ����  

Our annual picnic will be at French Creek Metro Parks Pine Tree Picnic Area #1 off of French Creek Rd. 
This is the same location as the May Casting Clinic night.  The Club will provide plates, napkins, burgers, 
hot dogs, water and pop. Members are asked to bring a dish to share. To help even things out members are 
divided by last name below.  Nobody is keeping score so bring your best effort no matter what it is. It’s all 
up to you except for Claudia Waksmundski. If you come to the picnic Claudia, you must bring the prosciutto 
and melon ball appetizer. No slack on this one.  

Each member is asked to bring an item to share: 
Last names A-H = salad dish or similar side; J – R = vegetable or fruit; S – Z = dessert 

NEW! Bring one of your fly rods - There will be a fly casting contest of some sort, probably involving a 
series of rings at varying distances. I think there will also be some cheesy prizes. Since I have a zero prize 
budget I don’t want anyone to have any unreasonable expectations. So, if you want to participate bring an 
outfit. Did I mention a blindfold? And the possibility of extremely loud, distracting and possibly rude noise? 

We need a head count in order to be sure we have enough food. Please email me at flyguy@centurytel.net or 
call at 440-967-4661 home, leave a voice mail. Please RSVP by Monday evening, June 9th. 

Carl Kocian, Director of Outings 



We will begin gathering at 5:30 PM, 
probably eat a little after 6:00. Spouses 
and guests are welcomed; remember to 
include them in your RSVP count to 
Carl.    
 
The Rt. 301 bridge over French Creek 
at Rt. 611 is now open.  Enter off of 
French Creek Road, between East River 
Rd. and Abbe Rd.   
 
Remember to bring your fly rod, raffle 
tickets and appetite! 
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Grand Prize - TFO Teton Combo, 9' 5wt. 
2nd Prize - Diamond 9' 6 wt. 
3rd Prize - Fishing at Sunnybrook Trout Club with lunch for 2 
4th Prize - Tom Zmina, 1/2 day fishing adventure 
5th Prize - Gander Mountain 9' 8 wt. 
6th Prize - Incompleat Angler (signed edition) 


You should have received your raffle tickets by last week.  Each member of Firelands Fly Fishers is asked to 
sell two tickets for the raffle to be held at the Summer Picnic on June 11.  This raffle is important to funding 
our programs, meetings and guest speakers.  Only 200 tickets will be sold and they are $10 each.   
 
Turn in your stubs and money at the start of the picnic on June 11.  If you can not attend the picnic and wish 
to turn in your stubs and money, or are inquiring about more tickets, please contact Brian DePalma, Dir. of 
Raffle, briandepalma@adelphia.net or Joe Sloboda, Secretary, archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@alltel.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Annual Funding:  Ted Zalenski   zmant@att.net 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   T_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    Zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Brent Feorene   brentfeorene@roadrunner.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Raffle:  Brian DePalma   briandepalma@adelphia.net 
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  
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