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Happy New Year to all!

To all the Officers, Board Members and membersid&nds Fly Fishers all your time and efforts thgh
out the past year has been greatly appreciatetiwisth the year to be happy and prosperous to all.

The club membership continues to grow at a verydgate. We have been adding two or three members
every month. A large member base is essentiahfostrvival of the club. Now we just have to gétlad
members more involved in club activities. We hawe dame dilemma that most organizations suffere“Th
same few members do all the work.”

This causes burnout in members and their participatrops off. This causes an opposite effect edfitist
sentence above. We need your efforts in order ¢ép Renctioning as a good organization.

Fly tying continues in the new year and a rod baodctlass is in the near future. We may be abgetaop
line rod blanks for the class. Details will be sded when it is definite that we can get the blaike next
Firelands meeting (Jan. 14) will feature a spealer will wet your fly fishing appetite - How abofhy
fishing for CARP!? Need | say more? The North CédgtTying Expo is on Saturday, January 10 in
Kirtland. Carpooling to the Expo is a good idea.

A group called Fly Fish Ohio has a great websitevawy.flyfishohio.com The site features good fly tying
and fly fishing articles and is well worth your o check out. A nation wide problem is streameas@and
they present an article entitled “Who owns thenXavhich gives valuable information about this iplem.

The 2009 meeting schedule is Jan is Carp fishiegriary is a presentation by the Ohio Council df FF
educating the membership about their functionspangdose, March is Eric Lindstrom from Chagrin River
Outfitters, April is a salt water fly fishing pregation, May is fly casting meeting and June isplumic.

Tentative plans are to fish the Yough River on Jun2 and 3. Let me know if you are interested.Wile
also try to make it to Presque Isle in May. If ang@lse has any trips in mind then let me knowlamitl

get the info to the members. We may also try teedale Steelhead outings but we always seem tceibad
weather for these trips.

Good Fishing and Happy New Year!

Bill Grake
President, Firelands Fly Fishers



General Club Meetings take place on the second Wedsday of each month at French Creek
Nature Center, 4530 Colorado Ave. Sheffield Village Meetings begin socially at 6:30 PM.

December 18 — Christmas Party was a great success
Thanks to everyone that cooked, brought food, dédnset-up, cleaned up...47 people attended gogeeh
the smorgasbord and the many conversations.

January 14" — Next Meeting - Guest Speaker, Kevin Morlock

Kevin Morlock is a guide in west central Michigan (near Ludimjtevith Indigo Guide Service. He is
making the trip down to talk to us about opportasiin his home area, including flats fishing fargon
Lake Michigan http://www.indigoguideservice.com

2009 Monthly Meeting Schedule

Feb. 11 — an evening with the Ohio Council of the Federatf Fly Fishers
Mar. 11" — Eric Lindstrom from Chagrin River Outfitters

Apr. 8" — Saltwater Fly Fishing

May 13" — Casting Night

June 18 — Annual Summer Picnic and Raffle

Tying Thursdays - Fly Tying Sessions at Gander Mouin
Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friendamily member. The club does have some toolsvares
available for your use and there are plenty of peapailable for instructions, advice or just tiktabout
fishing! Gander Mountain is located in Cobblest&ugiare in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 &
90. Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM

Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Thursdays in Januay 8, 15, 22, 29

Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Thursdays in Februay 5, 12, 19, 26

Rod Building Classes??

The Board of Directors is hoping to schedule Roddiug Classes for sometime in February and pogsibl
early March. Though we would like to first gaugruy interest. Please cont&teve Smith Vice
President, at his e-mahpinc@alltel.neto let him know you are interested. There willdbmaximum
number that can participate. This weekend’s Explobe a great opportunity to look at some rod dung
equipment as well as various rod styles that yoy went to choose from.

Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo

The Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo will be on Satuyddanuary 10 at Lakeland Community College
(Athletic & Fitness Center) in Kirtland. Make sureattend the premier fly fishing event in NE Ohidany
vendors, parks, clubs and exhibitors are on hangldo to learn more or buy more! Admission is $Ear
details, including maps, vendor lists and semichedule, go tohttp://www.expo2009.ncff.net/

Greater Cincinnati Fly Fishing Show
The Buckeye United Fly Fishers are hosting themuah show in Fairfield, OH on Saturday, Februariar.
details, please visihttp://buckeyeflyfishers.com/FlyFishingShow/2009sttttm

FEE Conclave
Federation of Fly Fishers International Fly Fish8igow and Conclave will be July 28 — August 1in
Loveland, Colorado.



The Flop is a casting maneuver that will save ymet save your shoulder, keep you out of the bysires
put more fish in your net. It's also a beginneflemove that anyone who is reasonably familiahwaitly
rod can master in less than a day of fishing. Hlog is most often used while nymphing, but cao &l
used while streamer fishing. I've heard it calbgddifferent names, but here I'll just call it tRéop.

| have often seen fly fishers on a stream doubldihg their brains out, often while casting only @030
feet, a perfect range for the Flop. One of thegst virtues of the Flop is that we can elimirat¢hat time
spent with the fly in the air. Would you agreetthau catch very few fish while your fly is in tlaér?
Good, agreed. The Flop will keep you out of tireaaid in the water far more than false casting.

Let's get right to the Flop, and then we’ll discussre of its benefits. Look at the diagram andgima that
you've just finished drifting a nymph to the pothat you're losing your dead drift and startingstaing the
fly. Follow the swing with your rod tip pointed tite fly and low to the water as in position #1t tiis
point, keep fishing! You'll be amazed at how méagcidental” hook-ups come at this point. The eatr
will push your fly toward the surface making it esgo pick up the fly line.

Once your fly is below you, dangling at the engafir line, make an upstream casting stroke, overea
sidearm, toward your target as in position #2 endiagram. Your rod will load, that is bend, while
accelerating toward your target. Just like yopidsl overhead cast, make that last accelerati¢m yaiur
with your hand and wrist, then STOP. See posi#®n Your line will create that beautiful loop thvaill
drive your fly to its destination. At this poimhend if necessary, and fish it out. If you're aaginto wind,
or need extra distance, you can apply a haul to fo& at position #2.

Let's take a look at what just happened and compaodalse casting. First off, there’s no dangér
getting caught in the trees or bushes behind weryhing happens out front. You'll find yoursédts
fatigued,; it takes a lot less motion and efforcomplete the Flop. Compared to false casting,ave’r
spending a lot more time with our fly in front ali, and that equals more fish in less time.

Don’t get me wrong, | don’t judge a day of fishijugt by the fish count. | enjoy the scenery, alhtha rest
of the entire fishing experience as much as anylmnef you're like me, you probably also like tatch
more fish with less effort. Call this cast whatylike, just fish the Flop.



Dave Whitlock has tied this pattern with numeroagations. With a bead head; With a lead weightediyb
Weightless in the smaller sizes; With Hackle, drstitute living rubber legs in the largest sizeryAersion
that you tie will be highly productive for trout panfish.

Hook: 2X or 3X long shank nymph hook. Size 4 to 20. &inmio Mustad 9671 or 9672.

Thread: Black, tan or brown thread. 8/0 for smaller sind &/0 for larger size hooks.

Weight: Brass bead head or lead wire wrapped around therug3 of the hook.

Tail: Red fox squirrel guard hair.

Wire: Fine brass wire or thin flat tinsel.

Abdomen: Red fox squirrel body fur. Use lighter color frahe under belly blended with an equal portion
of Antron dubbing of a similar lighter color.

Thorax: Red fox squirrel body fur. Use the darker colenirthe squirrel's back blended with an equal
portion of Antron dubbing of similar darker color.

Legs: Dark Hungarian Partridge or Grouse feather. Sultetpumpkin color rubber legs.

Photo # 1 Tie in the thread. Wrap the lead wire aroundrithek shank and keep it in the first third of the
hook shank. Over wrap the lead wire with the thraad bring the thread to the top of the hook bend.

Photo # 2 Stack a pinch of red fox squirrel body fur arelitiin as a tail. Tie in a length of wire or tihse
be used later.

Photo # 3 Dub in a body of the lighter color red fox sqalrfur mixed with the Antron dubbing. Dub the
abdomen only to the 2/3 point to allow room for Terax. Spiral wrap the wire over the abdomen
dubbing. Leave room in between the wraps to expguselubbing in between. Tie off the wire.

Photo # 4 Dub in the thorax with the darker color red faxisrel fur mixed with the Antron dubbing.

Photo # 5 Tie in a Hungarian Partridge body feather andertalo to three wraps to form a soft hackle.
Form a head and whip finish the thread. Trim off thread and add a dab of head cement. Brush the bo
with Velcro to make a buggy appearance.

For Fly of the Month recipes
and patterns, please visit
our web site at
www.firelandsflyfishers.org

Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying,
Firelands Fly Fishers




photo #1 photo #2

These photos represent
the bead head variation
(without lead wrap) on
the Red Fox Squirrel
Nymph.

photo #3 photo #4
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A special lottery conducted by the Ohio Dept. ofiMal Resources and the Div. Of Wildlife, will give
anglers an opportunity to fish the controlled stneea at the state hatchery in Castalia (Erie §dun
There are adult and youth seasons and eventse Thar$3 fee for online applications ($5 by maiiyl the
due date is January 31. To apply and get morélslega tohttps://www.greatlodge.com/oh/permit/optipns
www.ohiodnr.conor call 1-800-WILDLIFE.
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of theonth at 7:00 PM

President:Bill Grake

Vice PresidentSteve Smith
Secretary:Joe Sloboda
Treasurer:Bill Graw

bahiapark@yahoo.com
pnpinc@alltel.net
archwoodangler@yahoo.com
william | graw@keybank.com

Director of Annual FundingTed Zalenski
Director of CommunicationsTim Schulz
Director of Fly Tying: Tom Zmina
Director of MembershipBrent Feorene
Director of Outings:Carl Kocian

Director of Raffle:

Director of Web Site:Rob Mastnardo
Librarian: Mike Janosko

zmant@att.net

t timeFFF@yahoo.com
zminat@yahoo.com
brentfeorene@att.net
flyguy@centurytel.net

r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org
mjanosko@aol.com




