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Happy New Year to one and all! 
 
I hope everyone has a great and prosperous year.   It’s hard to believe we have entered a new decade 
all ready.  It seems like yesterday that many were in a panic over Y2K and life as we know it would 
come to an end.  We survived that false dilemma and we continued life and fly fishing.  Speaking of 
fly fishing; the Little J trip is less than 6 months away.  I will make reservations with the lodge this 
month. 
  
One of the club objectives is to provide education to all in the area of fly fishing.  The total number 
of man hours and projects the club participated in during 2009 has decreased.  We did not establish 
a Project Healing Waters group at the Sandusky VA and it does not seem like we will in the near 
future.  My call to all members is to establish fly fishing projects with any groups or clubs you are 
familiar with. The club is more than willing to introduce new groups to fly fishing.   It is a very 
satisfying experience to help someone learn how to FLY FISH.  We need your input to establish 
more projects. 
  
Reminder:  Any members volunteering during the month; please send the number of hours and 
project to me so we have an accurate accounting for the National FFF. 
  
Don’t forget the North Coast Fly Tying Show is on Saturday, January 16.  Hopefully the weather 
will be better that it was last year. 
  
 
Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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2010 Events 
Every Wednesday (except 2nd Weds/meeting nights) – Fly Tying 
January 13th – George Vosmik, Northern Pike on the fly 
February 10th – General Meeting, program TBA 
March 10th – Jeff Wagner, Rod Selection, Construction and Building 
April 14 th – Chris Helm, expert fly tier specializing in deer hair 
May 12th – Casting Night, location TBA 
June 6th-8th – Annual Club Trout Trip to PA – Little Juniata 
June 9th – Summer Picnic and Raffle, French Creek Pine Tree Picnic Area 
September 24th – Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club 
 
December 9th – Christmas Party at French Creek 
As always, there was plenty of good food for everyone, unfortunately also arriving that night were some of 
the harshest cold winds of the early winter.  Luckily, the predicted snows held off that evening and 46 
members and guests were able to attend the Christmas Pot Luck.  Thanks to everyone that set-up, cleaned 
up, brought food or purchased a raffle ticket! 
 
Next Meeting - January 13th – Pike on the Fly 
Pike on the Fly is a joint production of George Vosmik and Richard Bobby.  It's purpose is to inform 
everyone about the exciting fishing available here and in the North country for Northern Pike. It seeks to lay 
a basis for trying a new adventure with your fly rod, some large and effective flies and the techniques that 
will make you competitive with the Esox Lucius in her domain. All pike over 5 KG are female according to 
Wikipedia. We concentrate on those over 40" or about 20 pounds. 
 
The presentation tells the story of fishing for pike as experienced in 2007 at Reindeer Lake, Saskatchewan, 
by George Vosmik and Dan Forrester.  We hope to prepare you for your first trip to fish for the pike with a 
good knowledge of what to expect and how to prepare for that adventure. 
 
Fly Tying Classes at Gander Mountain – Wednesdays in 2010 
Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend or family member.  The club does have some tools and vices 
available for your use! Director of Fly Tying, Tom Zmina, and many others are on hand to help with fly 
tying instruction or simply offer some advice or a new idea.  Someone is always willing to talk fly fishing 
and usually a little hunting or football gets mentioned too!   
 
Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  
Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM.  All sessions will be on Wednesday evenings, with the exception of the second 
week of each month for the Firelands Fly Fishers general meeting. 
Fly Tying Classes will take place in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room:  
 Wednesdays in January 6, 20, 27 
 Wednesdays in February 3, 17, 24 
 
Rod Building Classes 
Are you interested in building your own fly rod?  Want to know how it is done?  Rod building is a great 
opportunity to build yourself that special rod you always wanted.  It can also be a real bonding experience 



(literally if you are not careful) with friends and fellow members.  Steve Smith, club Vice President, will be 
gauging interest in holding a class this winter.  Please let Steve know you are interested or speak with him if 
you have questions.  The club owns some great tools and equipment to help you get started! 
 
Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expos 
NEXT SATURDAY, January 16: Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo at Lakeland Community College  
9 AM – 4 PM; Retail vendors, rod builders, artists, guides, fly tying seminars/exhibits and more 
http://www.ncff.net/expo2010.html  
 

Buckeye United Fly Fishers Cincinnati Fly Fishing Show will be February 6 in Fairfield, OH. 
http://buckeyeflyfishers.com/FlyFishingShow/2010show.htm  
 

Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited holds their annual Cabin Fever Show in Cranberry, PA on March 6.   
 

The 2010 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo (Michigan Fly Fishers) will be March 13 and 14 in Macomb, MI. 
http://www.midwestflyfishingexpo.com/index.php  
 

The Cleveland Outdoor Adventure Show will be held at the I-X Center from March 18 -21. 
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FFF Member e-newsletter 
If your not getting our monthly FFF Member e-newsletter and would like to. It’s easy to sign up. Go to  
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001oqwWjY62mfmliHsoPjzZRg%3D%3D and just 
enter the e-mail address you would like it to be sent to. 
 
FFF National Raffle – Five Rivers Sweepstakes 
The Five Rivers Sweepstakes has been EXTENDED! Please support the FFF's ongoing efforts in 
conservation and education by purchasing a ticket.  Make a $20 donation to the FFF and you'll be eligible to 
win a trip to Five Rivers Lodge in Dillon, MT AND a trip to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile!   
  
The drawing will be held on March 15, tickets must be submitted by Feb. 28. Each FFF council will draw a 
winner from their region. Two "second chance" winners will be drawn from all tickets. The grand prize is a 
trip of a lifetime to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile. All prizes include a travel stipend. To purchase tickets or for 
more information: http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5030 
 
FFF Annual Conclave 2010 
The National Federation of Fly Fishers 2010 Conclave will be held Aug. 23- 28 in West Yellowstone, MT.  




�� �� �� �� �� �� 		 �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� 






Membership Updates 
All members are reminded to pay their dues for 2010 as soon as possible. We will be accepting payments 
and updating address/e-mail records at the February meeting.  Dues for Firelands Fly Fishers are $10 for one 
year and $25 for three years.  14 members renewed at December’s Christmas Party. 
 
Firelands Fly Fishers is a 100% Charter Club of the Federation of Fly Fishers and all of our members are 
required to hold membership in the FFF.  Steve Bell, Director of Membership can help you determine your 
membership date with the FFF.  Though, you should have a membership card and receive mail/e-mail from 
them directly.  The FFF has one year, three year, lifetime as well as family, youth or senior (65+) 
memberships available.  Go to http://www.fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the Membership tab. 



 
Members that are past due on 2009 payment will be contacted, but can still make payment at the upcoming 
meeting.  Remember to bring cash or checks to French Creek.  Also please let us know if your home or e-
mail contact information has changed, or if you know longer wish to be a part of Firelands Fly Fishers.  
Those that fail to renew will be removed from our electronic notifications. 
 
New insurance coverage begins this month 
Just an FYI for club members that the previously approved motion to acquire liability insurance has been 
approved by the board and consequently purchased.  Liability insurance will cover the club during 
sponsored events and outings.  The new insurance began this month (January 2010).   
 
Firelands Fly Fishers Steelhead Outing 
No, I will not post a date for a future outing here!!  Doing so in the past has brought bad karma to Steelhead 
Alley and sent people living in low lying areas into a panic!   However, it does seem necessary to discuss the 
possibility of having a club outing or two in March and April.  So stay tuned, we may announce such an 
outing with only a few days notice.  
 
Ohio DOW Castalia Hatchery Lottery 
The annual lottery for a chance to fish at the Castalia Steelhead hatchery is open until January 31.  You may enter online 
now at https://www.greatlodge.com/oh/permit  The application cost is $3 and drawings will be held in March. 
 
Also, please note that fishing licenses for 2010 go on sale February 15.  A new license is required beginning March 1. 
 
Legendary Fly Tying Seminars to be held at Cabela’s 
The Cabela’s in Dundee, MI is hosting a series of fly tying seminars to be held Saturdays through February.  
Times are 10:00 – 4:00 and the schedule (with some familiar and great names in tying and fishing) is below. 
Jan 9 Glenn Weisner & Wayne Samson - Spinning deer hair & Panfish flies. 
Jan 16 Dennis Potter - New trout patterns. 
Jan 23 Chris Helm - Streamers. 
Jan 30 Kevin Morlock - Carp flies. 
Feb 6 Tim Thomas - Spinning deer hair for bass and pike. 
Feb 13 Kevin Feenstra – Steelhead flies. 
Feb 20 Jeff "Bear" Andrews - Steelhead and trout flies. 
Feb 27 Leo Wright - Smallmouth flies. 
 
Rusty Gates, Conservationist, Guide and Lodge owner 
Calvin “Rusty” Gates, passed away from lung cancer at age 54 on Dec. 19.  He was well known in the 
conservation and fly fishing circles in the Great Lakes.  He fought to protect the Au Sable River, from which 
he fished on and lived near since childhood.  He was one of the founders of the Anglers of the Au Sable and 
was owner of Gates Au Sable Lodge near Grayling, MI.  For more:   
http://www.midcurrent.com/news/2009/12/rusty-gates-dies.html  
http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_356074232.html  
http://www.ausableanglers.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1   
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I have a Ross 3.5 Evolution Fly Reel & spare spool for sale. The reel was $345 brand new and it's used very 
little. The spool is still new in box and it was $180. I am asking $425 for both and I might separate them if 
someone wants one or the other. Both items have a neoprene pouch. 
 



The other item I am promoting is for Karl Weixlmann. He is a pro guide near Erie, PA and has just released 
his new book called "Great Lakes Steelhead, Salmon & Trout”. This was a surprise to me because I thought 
it was going to be another steelhead book like all the rest. But it's very different with specific info on 
techniques, seasonal tactics, color fly patterns with recipes right with each fly and good info about fishing in 
the surf and how to catch steelhead on DRY FLIES. Wait until you read this. There are many great color 
photos throughout the entire book. It sells for $29.95 and I have 10 copies to sell. All copies are signed by 
the author. Contact me, Steve Vorkapich, at (440) 669-9928 or info@floatmaster.net  
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A reminder to all members and news to many new members – we have a library!  Mike Janosko is our club 
librarian and has a very special bag (like Santa for Fly Fishermen) full of the items listed below.  Materials 
can be “checked out” or borrowed for one month.  Just sign out the item and leave a $5 deposit at one of our 
meetings and return it at the next meeting and get your $5 back!   
 
We are also accepting donations of books or DVD’s to the library!  If you would like to communicate with 
Mike in advance of a meeting, e-mail him at mjanosko@aol.com 
 
Books 

John Gierach:  Standing In the Water Waving a Stick 
         Trout Bum 
          Dances with Trout 
          Another Lousy Day In Paradise 
          Even Brook Trout Get the Blues (2) 
          Sex Death and Fly-Fishing 
 
Bob Sheedy: Top 50 Stillwater Patterns 
           Lake Fishing Strategies 
 
John Mordock: Northeast Trout Salmon and Steelhead Streams 
 
Earnest Hemingway: The Old Man And The Sea (book on tape) 
 
Misc: 100 Pennsylvania Trout Streams and How to Fish Them 
           County Topo Maps for Pennsylvania 
           List of Rustic and Modern Cabins in PA, locations, contacts and map 
 

VHS TAPES 
Spun Hair Flies (Al Beatty) 
Rotary Tying Techniques (Al Beatty) 
Fly Tying Techniques (Al Beatty) 
How to Catch Trout (Warburton/Gerlach)  
Successful Fly Fishing Strategies Vol 1 (Lafountaine/Sharon) 
Successful Fly Fishing Strategies Vol 2 (Lafountaine/Sharon) 
Fly Fishing for the Beginner 
Rio Colorado Lodge, Costa Rica 
Tropical Kingdom Of Belize (National Geographic) 
 



 
DVDs 
Best of the Bear: Tying Tradition 
Best of the Bear: Steelhead Patterns II 
Guide Patterns for Smallmouth (Jerry Darkes) 
Scientific Anglers Series: Fly Fishing Made Easy 
Scientific Anglers Series: Strategies for Selective Trout 
Scientific Anglers Series: Advanced Fly Casting 
Scientific Anglers Series: Anatomy of a Trout Stream 
Trout Bum Diaries (Patagonia) 
Tying Nymphs and Wet Flies (Royce Dam) 
Tying Dry Flies (Royce Dam) 
Tying the Woolhead Sculpin (Royce Dam) 
Wet Fly Water Guides: Wet Fly Fishing 
Wet Fly Water Guides: Wet Fly Tying 
Kinzua Fly Fishing School - Applied Entomology 
Terrestrials - The Other Hatch (Weisner/Samson) 
Fly Tying – Vol 1 (Paul Jorgensen) 
My Favorite Fishing Flies (Paul Jorgensen) 
Simple Furled Leaders (Kathy Scott) 
The Art of Fly Tying (Fly Fisherman Magazine) CD-ROM 
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President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@windstream.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Steve Bell    steve.bell@bendix.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  
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...can be found on pages 7 and 8  

 



Photo # 1  Create a solid thread base on the first hook.  Tie in the trailer hook with the Spider wire line and double it over to lock it in securely.  
Add head cement to the thread windings to keep it solid. 
 
Photo # 2  Tie in a pinch of black "Krystal Flash" to extend beyond the second hook. 
 
Photo # 3  Tie in a second pinch of Electric Blue "Flashabou" over the Krystal Flash." 
 
Photo # 4  Tie in a 5" section of silver tinsel and a similar length of the two colors of Chenile.  (Blue and Black)  Bring the thread to the hook eye. 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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photo #2 photo #4 

First hook: Mustad salmon hook #36890 or similar, size #1. 
Second hook: Mustad Octopus hook #L226 or similar, Size #1 
 Second hook trailing was tied into the first hook shank with #40 "Spiderwire" line 
Thread:  #3/0 white 
Tail flash:  "Krystal Flash" Black, and "Flashabou" Electric Blue 
Body: Medium Chenille in blue and black with a rib of silver "Mylar" tinsel 
Side feathers:  Saddle hackle in Peacock Blue color 
Top body: Icelandic Sheep Hair in Fl. Blue 
Dark top coat hair:  long Black Bear fur 
Head dressing:  "Sally Hanson Hard as Nails" in bright red 

photo #3 photo #1 

photo #9, Completed Fly 



Photo # 5   Spiral wrap the blue and black Chenille to form a barber pole design up the hook shank to the eye and tie off.  Counter wrap the 
silver tinsel over the chenille to the eye and tie off. 
 
Photo # 6   Tie in three select saddle hackle feathers on each side of the hook. 
 
Photo # 7   Tie in a length of Icelandic sheep hair over the top of the hook shank to form a saddle. 
 
Photo # 8   Tie in the black bear fur over the top of the Icelandic Sheep Hair to form a contrasting color saddle. 
 
Photo # 9   Completed fly.  Whip finish a head and coat the head with red "Sally Hanson Hard as Nails."  When the head dries, place a black 
"Sharpie" marker dot on each side of the red head to form an eye.  Cut off the bend and point of the first hook just after the material that you 
have tied in.  Be very careful not to trim off the other hook that trails freely behind. 
 
 

For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit our web site at  
 

www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
 

Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying,  
 

 

 
 

photo #5 photo #6 photo #7 photo #8 


