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Bad news - Punxsutawney Phil predicted 6 more weeks of winter.  So much for the Steelhead fishing until 
then. It still would have been the same if he did or did not see his shadow. 
  
The North Coast Fly Tying Expo was very interesting; many great fly tiers and retailers were there.  It was a 
great way to spend a cold Saturday.  Keep in mind that the Michigan Fly Fishing Club has their show, the 
Midwest Fly Fishing Expo, March 8 and 9 in Warren, MI. 
  
The club has a new Librarian and Historian; Mike Janasko has volunteered for the position.  He is the 
keeper of all the clubs books, videos, etc that are available for club members to use.  Many thanks to Mike 
for taking on this job. 
  
The club has purchased, for club members to use, a rod wrapping jig and a motorized rod drying jig.  Steve 
Smith, club Vice President, will be the keeper of these.  Contact Steve if you want to borrow them.   
  
The Thursday fly tying classes have been very well attended, some nights you have to bring your own chair 
to have a place to sit.  Tom Zmina has helped many new fly tiers become good tiers.  Join the group for 
great tying and good company.  The upcoming schedule is included below. 
  
The club is giving fly tying and fly casting classes at Mill Hollow on April 19 from 9 AM until noon.  Then 
we will see how many Steelhead we can catch and release from the Vermillion River.  We can always use 
more volunteers to show others how to fly tie or fly fish.  We have also planned some club outings for each 
month; check the event schedule for details. 
  
Fun, games and fly fishing is on tap for this coming spring and summer.  In mid-May there will be a trip to 
Presque Isle to fish for spawning bass in the shallow bays of Lake Erie.  Date may depend somewhat upon 
the weather but this will be a Saturday trip.  Let me know if you are interested.   
 
Next is June 3, 4, and 5 and we will fish Oil Creek at Titusville, Pa.  The Cahill/Sulphur/Caddis hatches are 
fantastic at this time. Mike from Oil Creek outfitters gave a presentation at the November meeting.   There is 
a camp ground just south of Titusville that will be our base.  Again, let me know if you are interested.   
 



In July or August we will take a trip to the Youghiogheny River (Yough) southeast of Pittsburgh at Ohio 
Pyle.  The Yough is a bottom fed river from the dam and is very cold.  It does not warm up until July and 
then the water is warm enough to not only fish, but also produce Mayfly hatches.  Check there website at 
http://www.wilderness-voyageurs.com  
 
Good Fishing!! 
 
Bill Grake 
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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January Meeting 
34 people were on hand to hear Mike Durkalec update us on the Ohio Brook Trout Project and its Advisory 
committee.  Mike also shared some photos and details about fishing in the Cleveland Metroparks.  
 
New fishing licenses for 2008 are required beginning March 1st.   
To purchase your 2008 license online follow this link: 
https://www.greatlodge.com/oh/license/welcome?ol=undefined  
For information on regulations, prices and vendors, please visit:   
http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/vendor.aspx  
 
Castalia Youth Clinic 
Young anglers interested in learning the art of fly fishing and practicing their skills are encouraged to enter 
the lottery for a beginners-only fishing clinic set for Friday, June 13 on a half-mile section of Cold Creek at 
the Castalia State Fish Hatchery in Erie County. 
 
Thirty slots are available for the program, which is co-sponsored by the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife and Trout Unlimited. Fifteen are available for the morning session that begins at 8 a.m., 
and another 15 for the afternoon session that begins at 1 p.m. Deadline for submitting a lottery entry is May 
12. All equipment will be provided. http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/18276/EntryID/335/Default.aspx 
 
Reel & Heal Fly Fishing Retreats 
Retreats designed for women that have or had breast cancer are conducted by Reeling and Healing, Inc., a 
non-profit organization.  Some volunteers may be needed also.  Retreats will be held May 4-6 and Sept 12-
23 at Rockwell Springs; May 18-20 at Mohican; July 6-8 and 20-22 in Wellston, MI.  For more information 
go to www.reelandheal.com or e-mail Judy Walle (wife of Dick Walle) at judy.walle@reelandheal.com 
 
John Nagy’s Steelhead Guide, 4th Edition 
John Nagy’s 4th Edition of his popular (for good reason) book is available.  Steve Vorkapich has 12 copies 
of the soft bound cover for sale for $33 and 6 copies of the black leather hard bound book for $43.  All 
copies are signed by John Nagy, and you can probably get Steve to sign them too!  Steve is the 
owner/creator of Float Master Products that appear in the book.  You can get in touch with Steve at 
info@floatmaster.net or 440-669-9928. 
 
Hands Free Rod Holder 
Thanks to Dave Walko, owner/inventor of the Fish Hands Free rod holder for donating one for last months 
raffle.  Dave’s product was available at the NCFF Expo and can be seen at www.fishhandsfree.com  



 
Original Articles  
I am looking for some guest writers to submit stories, ideas, advice, and poetry...for all upcoming 
newsletters.  About 1 page is perfect and I can help with ideas, technology and editing. 
 
Adobe Reader Update Available 
Adobe Reader is the best way to view the indicator each month – whether you read it from e-mail or on our 
web site.  A free update for Adobe 8.1 is at: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
 
If you would like to submit a fishing story, classified, a favorite fly, web link or information for fellow members, please 
contact me at t_timefff@yahoo.com  Deadline for entries is the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
 
Tim Schulz 
Director of Communications, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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All General Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the French Creek Nature 
Center, 4530 Colorado Ave. Sheffield Village.  Meetings begin socially at 6:30 PM. 
 
February 13th General Meeting, Steelhead Forum 
We will be trying something new for February’s meeting.  Instead of the customary guest speaker, we will 
hold a member driven forum and discussion on Steelhead Fly Fishing.  Many of our members are new to the 
sport, and many of us need a refresher for the Spring run.  Who isn’t looking for advice to improve their day 
on the water?  Topics will include rigging, floats and presentations, locations to fish, flies, seasons, and 
stocking info.  If there is a question you have or you are willing to share an area of your expertise with your 
fellow anglers, please contact Tim Schulz via e-mail t_timefff@yahoo.com.  Or just attend that night and we 
will have time for some Q & A.  Bring a friend that you know is interested in our world class fishery! 
 
Upcoming General Meetings Scheduled for 2008 
February 13th – Steelhead Q & A Roundtable (member driven forum) 
March 12th – Jerry Darkes, Warm water fly fishing 
April 9th – Jared Bartley, Rocky River Watershed Coordinator 
May 14th – Outdoor Casting Clinic, Avon 
June 11th – Annual Summer Picnic and Raffle, French Creek Picnic Area 
Sept. 10th – Glen Blackwood 
 
Fly Tying at Gander Mountain on Thursday Nights, 6 PM – 9 PM 
 

Fly Tying continues in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room.  Director of Fly Tying, Tom Zmina, has put 
together a schedule of fly tying nights for anyone wishing to attend.  Please come out and bring a friend.  
Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-90. 
Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Thursdays in February 14, 28  **cancelled for Feb 7** 
Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Wednesdays in March 5, 19, 26                  
Carriage Barn, Mill Hollow, Vermilion: Weds. in Apr il 16, 23, 30 
Nature Center at Sandy Ridge Reservation: Weds. in May 7, 21, 28 
Please note that the Second Wednesday of each month is skipped to allow for the Firelands Fly Fishers Meeting.  
 



Firelands Fly Fishers Weekend Outings 
The board has proposed a series of fishing days for Firelands Fly Fishers members.  Come on out and spend 
a day fishing with fellow club members – make a friend and learn some of their tricks or find a new spot to 
fish – and have someone there to hold the camera for that monster buck steely!   
 
Our first outing will be on the Rocky River, Sunday, March 16th.  We will meet at 7 AM at the Little 
Cedar Point Picnic Area.  This parking lot is off of Cedar Point Rd. adjacent to the Frostville Museum.  It is 
situated just west of Valley Parkway and the river, next to the bridge where the East and West Branches 
converge, and down the hill from Columbia Rd.  
 
On April 13 th we will meet at Bacon Woods, in the north end of the lot, on the Vermilion River . 
May (tentatively Sat. May 17) will likely take us to Presque Isle, Erie, PA for some flats style bass fishing. 
  
Adventure Fly Fishing Movie 
The Angling Exploration Group (AEG Media) has just kicked off a 60 city fly fishing film tour.  They come 
to Cleveland Heights’ Cedar Lee Theater on March 5.  Show starts at 7 PM.  For more information visit 
http://www.flyfishingfilmtour.com/Schedule.asp and http://www.aegmedia.com  
 
Midwest Fly Fishing Expo 
Presented by the Michigan Fly Fishing Club, March 8 and 9 in Warren, MI  www.mffc.org  
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@alltel.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Annual Funding:  Ted Zalenski   zmant@att.net 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   T_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    Zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Brent Feorene   brentfeorene@roadrunner.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Raffle:  Brian DePalma   briandepalma@adelphia.net 
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  
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Hook: Salt water Limerick style, Mustad # 310100 or 34007, size 1 to 3/0 
Thread: Clear, white, or red for accent. 
Body: EP fibers, White River "Neer Hair", or similar synthetic fibers. 
Eyes: - Craft store "Googly Eyes" 5 MM or 6 MM size. 
Glue: - Any clear waterproof glue. "Bond527", "Seal-All",  
"Amazing Goop", or epoxy. 
Vertical bars: "Sharpie" marker in black and red.  
 

photo #8, completed fly 

photo #8, completed fly 



My interpretation of Enrico Puglisi's "Bait Fish" p attern:  
Photo # 1 Tie in a base of thread and keep it near the hook eye. 
Photo # 2 Tie in a pencil sized segment of the light color synthetic fibers on the lower side of the hook and 
double them back. Tie them inline to face backwards toward the hook bend. Add head cement as desired to 
the thread windings. Let the cement dry before the next step. 
Photo # 3 Tie in an additional segment of the same light color fibers over the top of the same clump that was 
already tied in to give the body vertical depth. Add head cement as desired to the thread windings and let it 
dry before the next step.  
Photo # 4 Tie in an intermediate color synthetic fiber segment on the top of the hook shank and double it 
back to flow back over, and extend out over the top of the hook bend. Add head cement as desired to the 
thread windings and let it dry before the next step. 
Photo # 5 Tie in a segment of darker color synthetic fibers directly over the top of the intermediate color 
fibers to add vertical depth. Whip finish a head and trim off the thread. Add head cement to the thread 
windings and let it dry before the next step. 
Photo # 6 Spread a thin application of the glue to the area of fibers around the area of the head on both sides 
and flow it into the fibers with a wet finger. Shape the head section to be tall and narrow. 
Photo # 7 Apply a dot of glue to the thread winding on both sides and insert a doll eye to each side. Let the 
glue dry overnight. 
Photo # 8 Add vertical bars of color to the body with the black sharpie. 
Add a small red smile under the chin to imitate the exposed gill. Trim 
the top and bottom fibers to taper down to a thin tail section. This is the 
completed fly as you see it dry on the vise. 
Photo # 9   Completed fly - wet - as it appears in the water to game fish. 
 
For previous Fly of the Month recipes, please visit our web site at 
http://www.firelandsflyfishers.org  
 
Tom Zmina,  
Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 

photo #7 photo #6 

photo #9, completed fly, wet 

photo #5 

photo #2 photo #3 photo #4 


