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The weather during the January meeting resulted in a lower than normal attendance for an outstanding 
presentation by Kevin Morlock  about Carp fishing in Lake Michigan.  It is called Freshwater Bone fishing 
but the Carp can be 3 to 4 times bigger than Bonefish. Check out Kevin’s web site at 
http://www.indigoguideservice.com.   The Carp tend to be easier to spook and tougher to catch than a 
Bonefish. This would really expand your horizons as a fly fisher.  
 
The February speakers will prove to be just as good as the January presentation. There is more info about 
them in this newsletter but their presentation will be about wet fly fishing for Trout in central Pennsylvania. 
The Ohio Council (OHC) was to give a presentation at the February meeting, but the visit was cancelled and 
will be rescheduled at a later date. 
 
Anyone involved in any Club activities (public events, conservation or education related, etc.) must keep a 
record of their activity, date, and number of people involved. This will insure that the club has an accurate 
record of all club activities for the year. We must report this to FFF National on a yearly basis. If we do this 
monthly it saves time at the end of the year in completing the reports. Submit any monthly activity to me.  
 
Fly tying is continuing on Thursday nights at Gander Mountain. This is a good opportunity to tie a supply of 
flies for the June trip to the Yough. Bring your tying supplies and stock up your fly boxes for June. Rod 
building was scheduled to start on Wednesday, Jan 28, but was snowed out due to the great Ohio weather. If 
interested in Rod Building, contact Steve Smith.  
 
There are eight members that are going to camp out during the June trip to the Yough. There is a great 
campground at the base of the dam called the Outflow Campground which is a Pa. State campground. It is 
about a 50 ft walk to the stream. This is about 10 miles upstream from Wilderness Voyageurs shop and the 
motel. I’m checking on motels in Confluence and will let you know if I find any motels closer to the dam. 
 
We still are considering a Steelhead outing, if and when the snow quits. Also trips to Presque Isle in May 
and to Oil Creek and being planned, weather considering. We’ll have more info on these trips in April. 
 
Upcoming events are the BUFF show in Cincinnati this Saturday and the Michigan Fly Fishers show in 
March. See event listings for details. 
 
Good Fishing! 
Bill Grake, President, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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General Club Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of each month at French Creek 
Nature Center, 4530 Colorado Ave. Sheffield Village.  Meetings begin socially at 6:30 PM. 
 
Last Meeting: January 14th –  Guest Speaker, Kevin Morlock 
25 members were glad they made it out on a snowy evening to hear Kevin Morlock  gave a very captivating 
description of his guide activities and the flat style fly fishing he does way out on Lake Michigan’s Beaver 
Island.  He also shared some details about his experiences in the 2007 Iditarod in Alaska.  Kevin operates 
Indigo Guide Service and provides opprtunities for steelhead, salmon, trout, small mouth and carp on the 
flats.  http://www.indigoguideservice.com  
 
Next Meeting: February 11th – Wet Fly Waterguides 
Thanks to Dave and George for planning to make the trip to see us this February.  They are the men behind 
Wet Fly Waterguides (Johnstown, PA) and will be sharing some insight on the history of wet flies, fishing 
techniques, stream conditions and they will tie some flies step by step.  http://wetflywaterguides.com  
 
2009 Monthly Meeting Schedule  
Feb. 11th – Wet Fly Waterguides from Johnstown, PA 
Mar. 11th – Eric Lindstrom from Chagrin River Outfitters  
Apr. 8th – Saltwater Fly Fishing 
May 13th – Casting Night, Walker Road Park, Avon Lake 
June 10th – Annual Summer Picnic and Raffle 
 
Fly Tying Sessions at Gander Mountain 
Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend or family member.  The club does have some tools and vices 
available for your use and there are plenty of people available for instructions, advice or just to talk about 
fishing! Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-
90.  Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM   
 Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Thursdays in February 5, 12, 19, 26 
 Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Wednesdays in March 4, 18, 25 (general meeting on 11th) 
 Lodge Room at Gander Mountain: Wednesdays in April 1, 15, 22, 29 (general meeting on 8th) 
 
Rod Building Classes 
Rod Building classes will take place this month on Wednesdays at Gander Mountain (except for the 11th 
because of the general club meeting).  Sessions are 6 -9 PM in the Lodge Room.  Please contact Steve Smith 
at his e-mail pnpinc@alltel.net if you have questions or are interested.   
 
Greater Cincinnati Fly Fishing Show  
The Buckeye United Fly Fishers are hosting their annual show in Fairfield, OH on Saturday, February 7. For 
details, please visit: http://buckeyeflyfishers.com/FlyFishingShow/2009show.htm  
 
Midwest Fly Fishing Exposition 
The 31st annual Fly Fishing Exposition takes place March 7-8 at the Macomb County College Sports and 
Expo Center in Warren, MI.  Notable guests include Gary Borger, Jim Teeny, Bob Jacklin and Oscar Feliu. 
http://www.midwestflyfishingexpo.com/index.php  
 
Federation of Fly Fishers Conclave 
FFF International Fly Fishing Show and Conclave will be July 28 – August 1in Loveland, Colorado. 
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New fishing licenses for 2009 are required beginning March 1st.   
It is almost that time of year again, be sure to check out various options as free or reduced license fees are 
available for seniors.  For everyone else, one of the best bargains in the country still exists at $19 for the 
annual resident license.   
To purchase your license online follow this link: 
 https://www.greatlodge.com/oh/license/welcome?ol=undefined  
For information on regulations, prices and vendors, please visit:   
 http://www.ohiodnr.com/wildlife/dow/regulations/vendor.aspx  
�
Reel & Heal Fly Fishing Retreats 
Retreats designed for women that have or had breast cancer are conducted by Reeling and Healing, Inc., a 
non-profit organization.  Participants for the retreats are being sought now.  Some volunteers may be needed 
also.  Retreats will be held May 17-19 and Sept 20-22 at Rockwell Springs and June 12-14 and July 5-7 in 
Wellston, MI.  For more information go to www.reelandheal.com or e-mail Judy Walle (wife of Toledo fly 
tier Dick Walle) at judy.walle@reelandheal.com  
 
Firelands Fly Fishers Trips and Outings 
The board has discussed the possibility of holding several fishing outings this spring and summer.  Though I 
personally hesitate to publish any dates for a local steelhead outing; this would pre-determine a flood for that 
date (note: 3 out 3 outings were cancelled last spring because of high water).   
 
We’ll wait until March to set up some local steelhead outings, but in the mean time we are planning ahead 
for the annual club trip to Pennsylvania.  This year we are heading to the Youghiogheny River/Ohiopyle area 
June 1-3.  Planning is under way on motels and camping.  Fly Fishing for bass in Erie’s Presque Isle Bay 
was one of the cancellations last year (High surf?!?!) and is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, May 16.  
There is also a possibility of another trip to Oil Creek.   
 
Feel free to plan and schedule your own outings or trips.  If you wish to open them up to fellow club 
members, please send me an e-mail with details and I can publish it in this newsletter or forward the e-mail.  
I know we have a lot of new members this year, many that are interested in tackling a steelhead this spring.  
If you would like someone to fish with, we can help there too.  Don’t be afraid to ask.  Some of our members 
will be out several times a week in late March through April.  
 
Vermillion Sports Flea Market 
The 3rd Annual 2009 Vermilion Outdoor Sports Flea Market will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2009 from 
8 am to 4 pm.  The event will be held at German’s Village, 3330 Liberty Avenue, Vermilion.  Admission is 
Adults $5.00, children over 12 - $2.00, children under 12 free.  Women and children are free with a 
nonperishable food donation. 
 
Food available all day including drinks, sandwiches and snacks.  This is an outdoor sport show with all 
booths so related.  Boating, fishing, hunting, camping and outdoor sports related items. For more 
information call: Larry at 440-320-6908 or 440-965-4068 or Brett at 440-371-4018 or 440-984-4204. 
 
Membership Dues for 2009 
If you have not done so, please remember to pay your membership dues for 2009.  Club membership for one 
individual is $10 for one year or $25 for three years.  Checks can be made to Firelands Fly Fishers and can 
be submitted at any club meeting or by mail to Firelands Fly Fishers, P.O. Box 244, Avon, OH 44011�



Hook: 3x-long streamer hook. Size 4 to 8. 
Thread: 6/0 brown. 
Weight: .015 lead wire. 
Tail:  Dark coyote tail fur or Alternate dark band of raccoon tail fur. 
Tail Accent: Black Crystal Flash 
Body: Fiery Brown color Schlappen feather, dubbed. 
Dorsal body: Natural color Rabbit Zonker strip. Tied in with #4 lb mono-line. 
Fins: 2 Grouse feathers. 
Head: Brown ram's wool spun and trimmed.  
Eyes: 4mm doll eyes glued in with Goop. Substitute lead eyes and skip lead 
wire. 
 
Photo # 1  Tie in the thread and lay the lead wire along the length of the hook 
shank. Tie in two thickness of lead wire along the sides of the hook. Tie in about 
6" of mono-filament fishing line at the tail. Let it hang back past the hook bend 
direction out of the way. It will be used later. 
Photo # 2  Tie in a segment of the dark coyote fur as a tail. Measure the length to 
match equal to the length of the hook shank sticking out past the hook. Tie in 8 
strands of black Crystal Flash for accent. Trim the Crystal Flash equal to the 
length of the tail fur. 
Photo # 3  Trim the fuzzy bottom hurls of the schlappen feather and dub the 
fuzzy hurls into a body. Wrap only to the 3/4 point of the hook shank. 
Photo # 4  Tie in the rabbit Zonker strip on the dorsal side of the hook shank and 
let it flow out past the fur tail. Trim the length of the zonker tail to make the fly 
2-3” total length. Take your bodkin and spread the rabbit fur at the point where 
the #4 mono is tied in. Wrap the #4 mono over the rabbit leather where you 
spread the fur. Take caution to just contact the leather to keep the fur from being 
pinched down. Move up toward the eye about 1/4" and spread the rabbit fur 
again. Wrap the #4 mono around the body again to tie in the leather again. 
Proceed a few more times to complete the Matuka style tie in. Tie off the mono 
and trim off the excess. Do not cut the thread. 
Photo # 5  Clean and strip off two grouse feathers. Tie in one as pictured on an 
outward and slightly downward angle to imitate the pectoral fin. Flip the fly over 
and tie in the opposite side with the same outward and downward angle. 
Photo #6 Shear off the rams wool and tie in at the head. Start with a loose wrap 
and pull tighter as the second wrap is completed. This will allow the wool to 
flow around the hook shank. Fill in with additional pinches of wool and allow it 
to roll around the hook shank as you tie it in. The head should be full in size to 
make the sculpin look natural. (They have big heads) Whip finish the thread, 
trim and add a small dot of head cement to just the thread whip finish. Pick the 
wool head with Velcro to fluff it out. Trim the head flat on the bottom with your 
scissors. Trim the head to taper it similar to a bullet nose. Glue in the eyes. 
Touch a black magic marker to the underside of the leather to stain it dark. 
Accent the body with black marker camouflaged dots and stripes to complete the 
fly. 
 

For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit our web site at 
www.firelandsflyfishers.org 

 

Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 
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photo #1 

photo #2 

photo #3 

photo #4 

photo #5 

photo #6, Completed 
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Around the middle of April and middle of May, saltwater striped bass from 
Albemarle Sound travel into the freshwater Roanoke River to spawn. The 
average male runs between 16 and 24" and is a hard fighting fish that eagerly 
takes streamer imitations such as Clouser Minnows, Deceivers and Half and 
Halfs. The huge female (cows) can run as big as 40#, but catching one is the 
exception rather than the rule.  
 
Capt. Dean Lamont of Crystal Coast Adventures told me about the spawning 
stripers while fishing for false albacore last November at Cape Lookout, it 
sounded interesting and Dick Fujita and I decided to try it last May. The action 
was centralized around Roanoke Rapids which is just downstream from the 
dam at Lake Gaston on the Virginia and North Carolina border about an 11- 
hour drive from Cleveland. We stayed at the modest Jameson Inn the first night 
but we weren’t invited to the birthday party in the room next to ours after fishing the first day so we moved 
over to the Comfort Suites which I highly recommend doing from the start. Make arrangements for breakfast 
that don’t include the Waffle House and do yourself a favor. The Bar-b-que on the way back from the river 
was great but get there before 7 PM, they roll up the sidewalks early. 
 

We fished from Capt Lamont's well appointed flats boat and could 
have used his Orvis tackle but we brought our own 8wt rods and high 
density sinking lines (400 gr S/A Streamer Express). Leaders were 
short and stout and were 12-16# fluorocarbon. Flies were tied on light 
wire hooks like a Tiemco 8089 stinger hook since the river is full of 
snags and we could straighten the hook rather than lose the fly. All 
barbs must be pinched down while fishing the spawn but as long as 
steady pressure is kept on the fish, you seldom lose one. The best 
patterns, for me, were Clousers tied very sparsely with a bunny strip or 
a flat wing in gray/white, olive/white or yellow/white bucktail with 4 
strands of peacock herl topping. All flies had some flash incorporated 
in the tie and big eyes. 
 

Capt Lamont would motor upstream and drift with the current and 
keep the boat positioned with an electric bow motor. The water is 
between 10 and 23 ft, so you cast quartering upstream a bit with a 
long cast and let the line sink for a 15-20 count and retrieve with a 
short fast strip. Most strikes were just a stopping of the fly rather 
than a hard hit and run, so the key is to maintain a steady low rod 
position and watch the line as it sags from your rod tip to the 
water. If you maintain a fairly tight line to your fly, a short strip 
strike takes care of the hook set. In the early morning, it is fun to 
try and catch a few on top-water flies like a Bob's Banger or a 
Crease fly. Dick and I both hooked-up on one the second morning 
on top. By the end of the second day, both of us were dialed into 
the casting angle sink time and retrieve. 
 
I think the costs ran about $2100.00 for both of us or $1050.00 ea 
which included the drive down, 2 days charter plus tip, and room.�

DDiicckk  aanndd  CCaapptt ..  DDeeaann  wwii tthh  aa    
nniiccee  mmaallee  sscchhooooll iiee  sstt rr iippeerr   
 

DDiicckk  bbaatt tt ll iinngg  oonnee  wwii tthh  
88wwtt   EEcchhoo  aanndd  BBaauueerr     
rr eeeell   wwii tthh  335500  ggrr   ll iinnee  

SSppaawwnniinngg  mmaalleess  
bbuummppiinngg  eeggggss  
ff rr oomm  aa  ssiinnggllee  

ffeemmaallee..    
  

SSppaawwnniinngg    
ttaakkeess  ppllaaccee    

oonn  tthhee  ssuurr ffaaccee..  

AAuutthhoorr   aanndd  aa    
ssll iigghhtt llyy  llaarr ggeerr   mmaallee  
tthhaatt   ttooookk  aa  cclloouusseerr   
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Here are some links to supporters and friends of the Firelands Fly Fishers 
Thanks to Gander Mountain for their continuous support of our many meetings and raffles!  
 http://www.gandermountain.com  
Firelands member, Steve Vorkapich, is the creator of a great float indicator – his company is Float Master 
 http://www.floatmasterco.net  
The Lorain County Metroparks are gracious host for our meetings and partner in fishing education 
 http://www.loraincountymetroparks.com  
The Cleveland Metroparks remains one of the best public park systems in the US. Check out maps here: 
 http://www.clemetparks.com  
Mike Durkalec, Aquatic Biologist for the Metroparks, maintains a weekly fishing report here: 
 http://blogs.clemetparks.com/rocky-river-fishing-report  
The mission of the Rocky River Watershed Council is to protect, restore, and perpetuate a healthy watershed 
through public education, watershed planning, communication, and cooperation among stakeholders. 
 http://www.myrockyriver.org/index.htm  
The Federation of Fly Fishers web site has many details about our national organization plus links, tips and 
advice on fly fishing, fly tying and travel. 
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org  
The Ohio Council for the five Federation of Fly Fisher clubs 
 http://www.ohiofff.org   
Our friends on the east side, and hosts for the annual Fly Tying Expo have a great looking new web site: 
 http://www.ncff.net �
Another great club – the Ohio Central Basin Steelheaders 
 http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com/index.htm  
�

“Scholars have long known that fishing eventually turns men  
into philosophers.  Unfortunately it is almost impossible  

to buy decent tackle on a philosopher’s salary.”  
- Patrick McManus�
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Board meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM 
 
President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@alltel.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Annual Funding:  Ted Zalenski   zmant@att.net 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Brent Feorene   brentfeorene@att.net 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Raffle:   
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com  





