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Turkey Day has come and gone and everyone now has visions of Steelhead dancing in their heads. 
Maybe Santa can bring a lot of rain because we need lots or rain in order to make that happen. The 
streams in this area are extremely low.  The best choice is to fish near the mouth of the rivers early or 
late in the day.    
 
Erie, PA has low water and guys are Steelheading with fine tippets and small flies.  The streams are 
very crowded this year with so many people out of work.  The crowded conditions can put your fly 
fishing etiquette to the test.  There’s nothing like low water conditions and a lot of fly fishers trying to 
catch the same fish to test your mettle as a true fly fisher.  One remedy may be to try the smaller streams 
in the Erie area because most fishermen flock to either Elk or Walnut and ignore the smaller streams.  
Crooked Creek is a good choice. 
  
It also time for another club meal; the December feed all and gear swap will be on Wednesday, 
December 9.  Tim will have more details in this newsletter.  I’m still getting over the great clam bake 
meal from September. Please bring your significant other to dinner - the more the merrier! 
  
The annual report to FFF national will be due the end of December.  Funding levels and decisions are 
based partly on the number of volunteer hours put in by the members of the FFF clubs.  Any club 
member involved in any volunteer activities must get the info to me.  I need to know the number of 
volunteer hours and activity you were involved in. 
  
Fly tying has been very well attended on Wednesday nights at Gander Mountain.  Stop in and brush up 
on your fly tying skills.  It’s not too early to start tying flies for the June trip to the Little Juniata River. I 
will dig out my hatch chart for the Little J and bring it to the next fly tying session.  All the beds in the 
manger are accounted for but there are campgrounds in the area.  
   
See you at the dinner and as always, Good Fishing!!  
 
Bill Grake,  
President, Firelands Fly Fishers 



Photo # 1  Make a bed of tying thread approximately 1/4" back from the hook eye.  Tie in the bead chain eyes 
above the hook shank, Clouser style, using figure 8 wraps. 
 
Photo # 2  Bring your tying thread back to the hook bend and tie in an 8 inch section of heavy mono and then tie 
in about 8 strands of Krystal flash.  Bring your thread back to the hook eye. 
 
Photo # 3  Spiral wrap the 8 strands of Krystal flash around the hook shank, edge to edge, up to the hook eye and 
tie it off.  Trim off the excess and save it for later.  Over wrap the heavy mono, edge to edge, to the hook eye and 
trim off the excess. 
 
Photo # 4  Flip the hook over in your vise.  Tie in the balance of the Krystal flash that you had trimmed off from 
step #3.  Measure to the end of the hook bend and trim off to length. 
 
Photo # 5   Measure a pinch of calf tail hair to just past the hook bend.  Clean out the under fur and tie in the calf 
tail in front of the bead chain eyes to form a head.  Apply head cement and whip finish the head.  This is the 
completed fly.  
 
This fly is an effective pattern for flats fishing.  It is the most popular fly for bonefish in any color but is highly 
effective in the Great Lakes for steelhead when tied in pink.  It is a proven pattern for carp in warm water when 
tied in subtle colors.  The weighted eyes are intended to flip the hook shank upward to keep from snagging the 
bottom.  The bonefish will not always see the fly but will be attracted to a disturbance in the sandy bottom as you 
drag it in on a strip retrieval.  An added benefit is that the hook shank riding upward will rarely gill hook a fish. 

 

For Fly of the Month recipes and patterns, please visit our web site at www.firelandsflyfishers.org 
Tom Zmina, Director of Fly Tying, Firelands Fly Fishers 

 FFllyy  ooff   tthhee  MMoonntthh,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  

 
















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

photo #2 

photo #4 

Hook: Salt water Mustad 3407 or similar style.  Size 2 through 8. 
Thread: 3/0 for size 2 hook and 6/0 for size 4, 6, or 8 hooks.  Color to match the wing. 
Body: Pearl color Krystal flash, tinsel, or Flashabou covered with #20 clear mono or V-rib. 
Eyes: Stainless bead chain or plated lead eyes.  Large for size 2 hook and medium for size 4,6,or 8. 
Wing:  calf tail in white, pink, tan, brown, chartreuse or yellow. 

photo #3 
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photo #1 

photo #5, Completed Fly 
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2010 Events 
Every Wednesday (except meeting nights) – Fly Tying 
January 13th – George Vosmik, Pike and Muskie on the fly 
February 10th – General Meeting 
March 10th – General Meeting 
April 14 th – General Meeting, Chris Helm, guest speaker/fly tier 
May 12th – Casting Night, location TBA 
June 6th-8th – Annual Club Trout Trip to PA – Little Juniata 
June 9th – Summer Picnic and Raffle 
September 24th – Clam Bake, Beaver Creek Boat Club 
 
Next Meeting – November 11 
Ron Guttu, the creator and owner of Stream Guide Companion Maps brought us his new presentation on 
Cattaraugus River in Western New York.  He shared some excellent photos and descriptions of this large 
and scenic river valley.  Thanks Ron!  33 members enjoyed his program. 
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December 9th – Christmas Party and Swap Shop at French Creek 
We will begin “grazing” at 6:30 PM.  The club will provide the main courses, refreshments and tableware.  
Spouses and guests are welcomed.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share at this pot luck.  The 
membership has been divided into three groups by last name initial.  If your last name begins with... 
A – H = please bring a dessert to share  
J – P = please bring an appetizer, hors d’oeurves, finger food or similar to share 
R – Z = please bring a salad or similar type dish to share 
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We will also be holding a Swap Shop during the party.  Members are welcome to buy, sell and trade your 
fishing gear, books, tying material, clothes, etc... Tables will be available for you to display your items.   
 
Fly Tying Classes at Gander Mountain – Wednesdays in 2010 
Fly tying is open to everyone, so bring a friend or family member.  The club does have some tools and vices 
available for your use! Director of Fly Tying, Tom Zmina, and many others are on hand to help with fly 
tying instruction or simply offer some advice or a new idea.  Someone is always willing to talk fly fishing 
and usually a little hunting or football gets mentioned too!   
 
You can also do your Christmas shopping while there and please be sure to thank the kind people at Gander 
Mountain for hosting us!   
 
Gander Mountain is located in Cobblestone Square in Sheffield Village, near Rt. 301/Rt. 254 and I-90.  
Classes are 6 PM until 9 PM.  All sessions will be on Wednesday evenings, with the exception of the second 
week of each month for the Firelands Fly Fishers general meeting. 



Fly Tying Classes will take place in Gander Mountain’s Lodge Room:  
 Wednesdays in December 2, 16, 23, 30 
 Wednesdays in January 6, 20, 27 
 Wednesdays in February 3, 17, 24 
 
Rod Building Classes 
Are you interested in building your own fly rod?  Want to know how it is done?  Rod building is a great 
opportunity to build yourself that special rod you always wanted.  It can also be a real bonding experience 
(literally if you are not careful) with friends and fellow members.  Steve Smith, club Vice President, will be 
gauging interest in holding a class this winter.  Please let Steve know you are interested or speak with him if 
you have questions.  The club owns some great tools and equipment to help you get started! 
 
Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expos 
The Great Lakes Council FFF is having their 10th Annual Fly Tying Expo in Holt, MI on Dec. 5.   
Indiana on the Fly (Fly Fishing and Wing Shooting Show) at the Indiana State Fair Grounds, January 9. 
North Coast Fly Fishing Expo at Lakeland Community College on January 16.   
Buckeye United Fly Fishers Cincinnati Fly Fishing Show will be February 6 in Fairfield, OH. 
Penn’s Woods West Trout Unlimited holds their annual Cabin Fever Show in Cranberry, PA on March 6.  
The 2010 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo (Michigan Fly Fishers) will be March 13 and 14 in Macomb, MI.  
The Cleveland Outdoor Adventure Show will be held at the I-X Center from March 18 -21. 
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FFF Member e-newsletter 
If your not getting our monthly FFF Member e-newsletter and would like to. It’s easy to sign up. Go to  
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001oqwWjY62mfmliHsoPjzZRg%3D%3D and just 
enter the e-mail address you would like it to be sent to. 
 
FFF Auction is back on line 
Through the eBay charity auctions web site, the FFF has re-launched this online fundraiser with a fly fishing 
art, lessons and trips.  Keep checking back as new items are added. 
http://members.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewUserPage&userid=fedflyfisher&_trksid=p3911.c0.m198  
�

FFF National Raffle – Five Rivers Sweepstakes 
The Five Rivers Sweepstakes has been EXTENDED! Please support the FFF's ongoing efforts in 
conservation and education by purchasing a ticket.  Make a $20 donation to the FFF and you'll be eligible to 
win a trip to Five Rivers Lodge in Dillon, MT AND a trip to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile!   
  
The drawing will be held on March 15, tickets must be submitted by Feb. 28.  There currently are plans to 
hold monthly drawings until then for smaller prizes.  Each FFF council will draw a winner from their region. 
Two "second chance" winners will be drawn from all tickets. The grand prize is a trip of a lifetime to Cinco 
Rios Lodge in Chile. All prizes include a travel stipend. To purchase tickets or for more information 
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=5030 
 
FFF Annual Conclave 2010 
The National Federation of Fly Fishers 2010 Conclave will be held Aug. 23- 28 in West Yellowstone, MT.  
 







Steve Vorkapich, Elk Creek, 
Nov. 27, 2009 
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Membership Updates 
All members are reminded to pay their dues for 2010 by January.  We will be accepting payments and 
updating address/e-mail records at the December meeting.  Dues for Firelands Fly Fishers are $10 for one 
year and $25 for three years.   
 
Firelands Fly Fishers is a 100% Charter Club of the Federation of Fly Fishers and all of our members are 
required to hold membership in the FFF.  Steve Bell, Dir of Membership can help you determine your 
membership date with the FFF.  Though, you should have a membership card and receive mail/e-mail from 
them directly.  The FFF has one year, three year, lifetime as well as family, youth or senior (65+) 
memberships available.  Go to http://www.fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the Membership tab. 
 
Members that are past due on 2009 payment will be contacted, but can still make payment at the upcoming 
meeting.  Remember to bring cash or checks to French Creek.  Also please let us know if your home or e-
mail contact information has changed, or if you know longer wish to be a part of Firelands Fly Fishers.  
Those that fail to renew will be removed from our electronic notifications. 
 
Still Waiting for Fish Photos: Bragging Board for Firelands Fly Fishers


I know you have them – I have heard the stories!!  Have you caught any big fish this year?  Or you have 
photos of a really pretty fish that you just want everyone to see?  Well send them in!!  I am in the early 
stages of planning a bragging board...if you have a better name than Bragging Board, please tell me...I’ll try 
and share some pics through this newsletter and we will post them on our website.  Hopefully we can get 
this going soon and we will add on and improve it over time.   
 
If you would like to participate, please follow these steps and 
guidelines (not rules, just suggestions): 
 

�  Photos should be of fish caught since 2008 while fly fishing 
�  Include a description of the fish caught (i.e., species and size) 
�  What fly or type of fishing you were doing 
�  Include the location and/or body of water, plus date or month 
�  Please do not send really large files 
�  E-mail to Tim Schulz at t_timefff@yahoo.com  
�  Send photos in e-mail attachments, preferably in .jpeg format 
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President:  Bill Grake       bahiapark@yahoo.com 
Vice President: Steve Smith    pnpinc@windstream.net  
Secretary:  Joe Sloboda     archwoodangler@yahoo.com  
Treasurer:  Bill Graw        william_j_graw@keybank.com 
Director of Communications:  Tim Schulz   t_timeFFF@yahoo.com   
Director of Fly Tying:  Tom Zmina    zminat@yahoo.com 
Director of Membership:  Steve Bell    steve.bell@bendix.com 
Director of Outings:  Carl Kocian   flyguy@centurytel.net  
Director of Web Site:  Rob Mastnardo    r.mastnardo@firelandsflyfishers.org 
Librarian:  Mike Janosko    mjanosko@aol.com   


